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12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink
of one Spirit.” (1 Cor. 12:12-13, NRSVUE)

Do you know what comes after April showers? It’s ‘Mayflower!” Like the famous
ship that sailed long ago, or the beautiful flowers that bloom in May, probably near
a sparkling stream. Whenever you come across water—whether of the ocean
waves, a waterfall, raindrops, or even water from the kitchen tap—we are invited
to reflect on God’s overflowing love and grace, especially through our own
baptism.

Baptism is a gift from God, and it reminds us that we are always immersed in an
ocean of God’s grace—abundant and never exhausted. The word ‘baptism’ comes
from the Greek word ‘bapto,” which means to dip, bathe, or wash. Through
baptism, God washes away our sins and gives us new life. It’s like saying goodbye
to our old life and starting fresh with Jesus. When water is poured, sprinkled, or the
baptized go under, it’s a symbol of being buried with Jesus. Rising back up is a
sign of sharing in His new, risen life. Historically, many early baptismal fonts were
shaped to resemble tombs. At the same time, some early baptismal fonts were
made to look like wombs to portray baptism as the sacrament of new life.?

Baptismal fonts are often shaped like an octagon. Have you noticed that the font in
this sanctuary is also octagonal? In the early days of Christianity, believers
celebrated every Sunday as the day of resurrection—the day Jesus rose from the
dead. It was known as the ‘eighth day,” a new day beyond the seven-day cycle. The
octagonal shape of baptismal fonts is a powerful reminder that, through baptism,
we are buried with Jesus and raised to new life in His resurrection. Tombs and
wombs—baptism becomes the doorway to a lifelong journey of growth, guided by
God’s ever-renewing grace.?

Baptism is a special gift that brings us into new life in Christ. It’s not the finish
line; it marks the beginning of a lifelong journey of faith. Through God’s
overflowing grace and love, baptism invites us to be part of what God is doing.
Whether it’s growing as individuals, helping our church family thrive, or working
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for peace and justice in the world, baptism opens the door for every part of who we
are to grow closer to God’s love, shaping us day by day. I sometimes picture God’s
grace as a gentle, guiding, nurturing flow—a rhythm that invites us into ongoing
growth and transformation in Christ.

The beginning of this Divine grace, Divine rhythm and flow is called prevenient
grace, which means ‘the grace coming before.” This is God’s grace reaching out to
us, drawing us closer to a relationship with God—even before we’re aware of it.

Justifying grace comes next in the flow of God’s grace—a forgiving and renewing
grace that offers us a fresh start through what Jesus has done for us. It pardons the
sin that separates us from God, restoring our relationship with God and renewing
our lives of faith. This reconciliation is made possible through Christ’s self-giving
love and brought to life within us by the Holy Spirit. Faith is essential for
embracing this grace, which transforms us into new creations in Christ. Baptism
especially celebrates this faith and makes it visible—a way of saying, “I believe,
and | want to follow Jesus!”

That’s not the end of the story. God does not leave us alone but accompanies and
guides us on our faith journey through God’s sanctifying grace. Through the Holy
Spirit, God continues to help us grow in our faith journey, leading us closer to God,
also to a life that is harmonizing with God’s will. Sanctification, or holiness, is a
divine gift, but it also requires human cooperation and participation. According to
Wesley, sanctification is “what God works in us by the Spirit of God.” God,
through the Holy Spirit, continues to invite, nurture, and empower us to grow and
follow the way of salvation.

In this flow of God’s grace, starting with prevenient grace and leading to
sanctifying grace, we are invited to see how personal holiness and social holiness
are essential to growing in faith. They are closely connected not only to personal
spiritual growth but also to participating in works for justice, caring for creation,
promoting peace, and joining in God’s compassionate work in the world.

In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul reminded the Corinthian Christians that
the church is the body of Christ, where everyone should be honored and respected,
just as every part of the body must support one another to create a healthy and
thriving whole. Interestingly, Paul’s invitation, such as “whether Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free,” echoed the pledge made during the baptism of the Corinthians.® In
this way, Paul affirmed the unity of the Corinthian Christians as the body of Christ,
inviting them to remember their own baptism.
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Paul’s invitation also reminds us that while baptism is deeply personal, it is also
communal. It’s no wonder Paul uses only plural pronouns—we, you, us—to speak
of baptism. Being baptized always means becoming part of the church, the body of
Christ.*

Today, Julianna and Garrett will be baptized. Baptism is a gift and a sign of new
life in Christ. It is neither a one-time event nor the end of a journey, but the
beginning of an ongoing process of growth and sanctification in the abundant love
and grace of God. As Julianna and Garrett will stand at the starting point of their
faith journey, I invite all of you to pray for them, trusting that God will continue to
shape them into the people they were created to be. Now I invite Julianna and
Garrett to come forward.
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