“Spreading Cloaks” — April 13, 2025
Palm/Passion Sunday
Luke 19:28-40

28 After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When he had come near
Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30
saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that
has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying
it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.””” 32 So those who were sent departed and found it as he
had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the
colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord needs it.”” 35 Then they brought it to Jesus, and after throwing
their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 As he rode along, people kept spreading their
cloaks on the road. 37 Now as he was approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the
whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds
of power that they had seen, 38 saying,

“Blessed is the king
who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!”

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40
He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” (NRSVUE)

Today is Palm Sunday, marking the beginning of Holy Week. It is also known as
Passion Sunday. While we celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, we
also reflect on how this day leads us into His suffering. Palm Sunday is not just a
day of triumph but also a doorway to the suffering and death of Jesus. This twofold
meaning explains why it is called both Palm Sunday and Passion Sunday.

James White, who taught worship at the University of Notre Dame for a long time,
and then at Drew and Yale, was clear that special times in the Christian Year —
such as Christmas, Lent, or Easter — are not the time for mere sentimental
remembrances. For example, during Holy Week, he invited us not to lose what is
really important, that is “Jesus is Lord.”

Professor White was the reason why | chose Drew to pursue my doctoral degree.
He was often called “Mr. Protestant Worship” in the Academy of Liturgy. He
dedicated himself tirelessly to the renewal of worship in the United Methodist
Church, and to the revitalization of worship life, whether Catholic or Protestant.



White and other pioneering Methodist scholars of liturgical studies have taught
about how we respond to Jesus’ self-giving and self-emptying love. They said, “As
we proclaim and participate in God’s saving action through Jesus’ passion, death,
and resurrection, we are also invited to awaken in us a sense of God’s ever-present
saving power through the cross and resurrection.” That’s also my prayer to God:
to awaken in me and in us a sense of God’s ever-present saving grace, love, and
power, especially during this Holy Week.

Whether it’s a movie scene, a painting, or a story we heard in Sunday school as
children, certain images come to mind when we think of Palm Sunday. No wonder
we have mingled images, because Palm Sunday services draw on different portraits
of the Gospels. Today, we will focus on the Gospel of Luke.

Interestingly, the Gospel of Luke does not mention hosannas or branches from
trees. Scholars believe Luke sought to prevent any misunderstanding of this event
as a political or nationalistic act. Although he calls Jesus “King” (v.38), Luke
makes it clear that this title carries no political or military implications.?

Another notable feature of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem in the Gospel of Luke is that,
instead of a large crowd waving palm branches, it’s the multitude of disciples who
take center stage. In Luke, the disciples set Jesus on the colt (v. 35), the disciples
spread their garments, their cloaks on the road (v. 36), and the disciples rejoice,
praising God (v. 37).2

Just before entering Jerusalem, Jesus sent two disciples, saying, “Go into the
village ahead of you. As soon as you enter, you’ll find a colt tied that has never
been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks, ‘What are you doing?’ say,
“The Lord needs it.”” This conversation also implies that the colt was owned by a
disciple of Jesus.* Commentators agree that the colt that has never been ridden
signifies Jesus’ coming burial in a new tomb where no one had ever been laid
(Luke 23:53).
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They brought the colt to Jesus. Then, throwing their cloaks on its back, they helped
Jesus get on. As Jesus went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. As Jesus
was approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of
disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice:

“Blessed is the king

who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,

and glory in the highest heaven!”

No palms, no branches, no shouting Hosanna! Yet, they seemed to understand who
Jesus truly was, as they praised and shouted, “Blessed is the King who comes in
the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven!”

Whenever | read this scene, it is overlapped with the nativity story of Jesus. When
shepherds heard about the birth of Jesus from an angel, a huge angelic choir
appeared, singing God’s praises: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
among those whom God favors!” (Luke 2:14) Mary sang a song, called the
Magnificat, which anticipated God’s mighty acts through the coming of Jesus in
the weakness of a child. Mary said, “God has brought down the powerful from
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; God has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.” (Luke 1:52-53)

The choice of a donkey rather than a war horse showed the entry was a
continuation of his ministry to the powerless and marginalized. Jesus was the king
of the lost, the king of the oppressed, the king of those who were called unclean.
They were poor, weak, broken, vulnerable. They were Galileans, Samaritans,
Gentiles, and social and religious groups of people who were discriminated against.
They were also called sinners in the Jewish purity system of Jesus’ time.>

That’s why Laurence Stookey, another Methodist scholar in liturgical studies, said
“the label ‘triumphal entry’ is a misnomer and a source of much
misinterpretation.”® The New Testament writers all knew that Jesus would die on
the cross in a few days. We also know that this coming Thursday will be Holy
Thursday, when Jesus had the last supper (Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22) and
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washed his disciples’ feet (John 13). This Friday will be Good Friday, when we
commemorate Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion.

The disciples of Jesus praised Him as King—not an imperial or conquering king,
but a king of peace, whose kingship reflects the Kin-dom of God on earth as it is in
heaven.

Every Palm Sunday, we enter into Holy Week, the final chapter of Jesus’ earthly
life. As disciples of Jesus, we are invited to cast and spread our cloaks on the road.
One of the best ways of spreading our cloaks is to live out what Jesus taught and
commended. For example, when we hear and practice, “Hold the word of God fast
and bear fruit with patient endurance!” (Luke 8:15), we are spreading our clothes
where Jesus walks. When we hear and practice “Be generous. Give to the poor.
Get yourselves a bank in heaven that can’t go bankrupt!” (Luke 12:33-34 MSG
paraphrased), we are spreading our clothes on the road. When we love God, our
neighbors, and ourselves from the heart (10:25-37), we spread our clothes too.

In this way, we proclaim, “Jesus is the Lord!” and are entering into the
transformative process of Divine healing we often call “salvation.” God still works,
dwelling in us and in God’s creation, bringing us the life of reconciliation and
wholeness. As we enter Holy Week, | invite you to awaken and open yourself to
God’s ever-present saving grace, especially through Jesus’ cross-bearing and self-
giving love. This is the time we experience God’s healing and saving grace and
power that makes us whole. Amen!



