March 30, 2025 Trusting the Gardener Ann Burnham, CLM

Good Morning beautiful church family! As we listened to the reading today, we
heard two messages: Repent or Perish which was followed up by the parable of the
Barren Fig Tree. Not a cheery text is it?

It also sounds a bit ominous. The first part is terrible description of men being
executed by Pilate after they had offered their sacrifices outside the Temple
complex. Pilate must have thought they were rebels who wanted to overthrow the
Romans, so he slaughtered them. This tragedy is followed by another one, with 18
men being crushed by a falling tower. They were most likely working on an
aqueduct being built in Siloam. The people who went to Jesus to tell him about
these tragedies want to know WHY? What did they do to deserve it? Were the
men at the temple being punished for acting as rebels? Were the men at Siloam
being punished for working on Roman projects? Or were they all sinners? Were
they worse people than us?

Jesus cuts through their speculation with a surprising answer: “No, they weren’t
worse sinners. But unless you repent, you too will perish.” He says it twice, driving
the point home, but Jesus is not talking about physical death. He’s talking about
eternal separation from God. This is a wake-up call. Repentance isn’t just about
turning from sin; it’s about turning toward God and His purposes. Sometimes a
tragedy is just a tragedy and not a punishment. He’s challenging a mindset that
looks at suffering and assumes it’s always someone’s fault. Instead, He turns the
question back on them and us: What are we doing with the time we’ve been given?

That’s why Jesus follows up with the Parable of the Barren Fig Tree. Jesus tells
this parable about the fig tree: The owner comes looking for fruit, year after year,
and finds nothing. He’s frustrated—*“Cut it down! It’s wasting space!” But the
gardener steps in and says, “Wait. Give it one more year. Let me dig around it,
fertilize it, give it a chance.” That gardener is a picture of God’s patience with us.
The fig tree, in this context, symbolized the nation of Israel and its people, who
appeared religious outwardly but lacked genuine faith and spiritual fruit, so God
had enough of waiting! But the gardener (Jesus) asks for one more year. He will
tend lovingly to the tree (the people), helping them to see the way to produce fruit.

Wow — you must be wondering what the message for us in their tragedy and even
the tree facing the axe! Actually, I chose this reading because of what is
happening with our church and the concerns | am hearing.

The first lesson in the reading was repentance. Jesus tells us hard times happen,
and it is not always someone’s fault whether it is a collapsed tower or a budget
deficit. Stop thinking what did we or “they — our leaders”, do wrong? Sometimes
things happen to remind us to turn to God because repentance is not just about
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turning from sin, it’s about turning toward God, and a time of reflection. How can
we help? How can we move forward without a full-time pastor? Together is the
answer — this is a call to action! It is also about having faith in God. Trusting God
means believing He is faithful even when circumstances are uncertain. Proverbs 3:
5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your paths
straight.”

The second lesson is about the fig tree and bearing fruit. For us, as a church
facing financial strain, there’s a message here that can steady our hearts and guide
our steps but first let’s take a moment to go over what fruits of the Spirit are
(Galatians. 5:22): Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness,
Gentleness, and Self-Control.

How do we apply these to our situation? 2 Timothy reminds believers that God
has given us a spirit of power, love, and self-control — not one of fear. We are not
to be afraid of this change — there will still be a pastor here every Sunday, there
will still be a pastor to perform baptisms and welcome new people into the church.
This is a time for renewal, a time to step up and maybe that means helping with
visitations, joining in with the card ministry sending out get well cards or even
starting something new like sending out cards to people we haven’t seen for a
while, letting them know they are missed. Maybe it means leading a Bible study or
helping with a fundraiser or even thinking of a new fundraiser. Maybe it means
giving a little extra, not just in money but in time and prayer. A part-time pastor
isn’t here to do it all — they are here to guide us as we work the soil together.

As I was reading the commentary from Feasting on the Word, by Michael B.
Curry, I was struck by how his comments relate to our situation. He says: “The
working out of God’s kingdom is not ours to figure out. Our task is to labor,
without having all the answers, to acknowledge the deep mystery of it all. The task
of the disciple is to witness and then wait, to take our best step and leave the rest to
God. We labor now for a future we are not meant to control. Did not Jesus teach us
to pray, not “My kingdom come,” not “Our kingdom come,” but “Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done”? No statement of faith says all that could be said, no
prayer fully expresses our faith; no pastoral visit brings wholeness; no program
accomplishes the church’s mission; no set of goals and objectives includes
everything that needs to be done. We plant the seeds that will one day grow. We
water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise. We lay
foundations that need future development. We provide yeast that produces effects
beyond our capabilities. We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation
in realizing that. Being freed from managing the results of our actions enables us to
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do something and do it well. We may never see the end results, but that is the
difference between the master builder and the worker. We are workers, not master
builders, ministers, not messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our own.”

[ am going to stop right here for a minute and ask all of you to share the peace and
joy of Christ with one another.

Now that you have shared that peace and joy, I ask you this: Will you continue to
work together, to pray together, to worship and witness together or will you go
church shopping? We can thrive here if we all work together as one body of
Christ. And I ask you all to pray — pray for Reverend Hyuk and his family as they
prepare to move to their new appointment and pray that our church family will
work the soil together so that we will flourish and produce fruit — fruit that will
produce seeds for the future. Let us pray

Gracious and Loving God,

Thank you for always being with us. Keep us united as we move forward in this
season of change. As Spring arrives, let us dig into the soil of this church together
— working, serving, loving, and sharing our gifts trusting that fruit will come. We
know the Gardener hasn’t given up on us, and he never will. This is our time to
shine, not in spite of it, but because of it. Amen



