Sermon: One Day When. February 23, 2025

Scripture: Matthew 24:44-51

So then, you also must always be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you
are not expecting him. Who then is a faithful and wise servant? It is the one that his master has
placed in charge of the other servants to give them their food at the proper time. How happy that
servant is if his master finds him doing this when he comes home! Indeed, I tell you, the master
will put that servant in charge of all his property.

INTRODUCTION

Are you familiar with the term Anticipatory Joy? A feeling of pleasure about some future experience?
You know, like the excitement that grabbed you when you found out that | was going to be preaching
today? Just kidding! Let me give another example. | was speaking with my nephew’s new wife who
was in the late stages of pregnancy, and she was trying to enjoy the evening while seeming physically
very uncomfortable. She mentioned how she was really looking forward to the birth of the baby, just so
she could walk through the revolving door at her office building without worrying about getting stuck.
She was counting down the days to the planned delivery so she could tie her own shoes again. That’s
‘anticipatory joy’. It can have a positive effect on your ability to endure when you’re having a rough
day. My husband and I used to plan a special week’s vacation every year for just that purpose. That
way, when work seemed especially vexing, we’d be able to say, “just 35 more weeks til vacation”. But
if the time horizon is too far out, it can become a negative. How often did we hear our friends with
young children refuse an invitation by saying, ‘One day, when the kids are older’, Or, ‘one day when
I’ve got the business on a solid footing’. One guy was going thru a 6-year court case. It was really
draining his finances and darkening his outlook. Too often he’d say, one day when this law suit gets
settled, I’11 do this or do that. He lost his joy. The Bible says, hope deferred makes the heart sick. His
prayers for a speedy resolution had not been answered. He kept asking, Why is God letting this drag on?
He felt ignored by God and lost interest in worship. Sadly, it’s at times such as this that we most NEED
the lift that worship can bring. But here’s the thing — it shouldn’t require a supernatural act of God to
spur us to praise Him. His ways are not our ways.

When? Now!

We need to worship God every day, just because of who He is. We need to worship Him because he’s
perfect and loving and all powerful. We need to praise Him with joy every day just because He gave us
breath. I tell myself when I start to fret that even if He never does anything else for me, He’s already
done more than | deserved or expected. Too many people are living lives of passive despair because
they are pinning so much on the future resolution of their problems, that one day when, that they are
missing the simple joys of today. They’re overlooking the blessings God has already provided. While
you’re waiting for that huge breakthrough you’re praying for, for that victory the Bible promises,
remember that in Matthew 6:34 Jesus told us to live one day at a time. So how about some short-term
anticipatory joy in the interim- like date night with your spouse each week with NO KIDS, or treating
yourself to a supersized strawberry smoothie when you finish your tax return? Nothing like a frozen
fruity concoction to bring a little joy into the moment. And if you want to lift your spirits even more,
offer a smoothie to someone who has no reason to expect it, or to someone who had a worse day than
you did. That can change ‘one day when’ into a one-day win (W-I-N). It’s amazing how good you can
feel when you take your mind off your problems and entrust them to God, while you set about bringing
joy to someone else. I looked into the Bible at the use of the phrase “one day when” and I could not find
even one instance that referred to the future, but rather all were recounting past events. Here is a typical
one: Luke 9:18 — “one day when Jesus was praying in private with his disciples, ...” or Luke 20:1 —
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One day when Jesus was teaching in the temple courts... or Luke 5:17 “one day when Jesus was
teaching and the Pharisees were sitting nearby...” Each day had a positive, despite the challenges. Each
day he prayed, taught or healed, lifting his spirit by worshipping His heavenly Father and seeing the joy
of the people whose lives he changed. What an example.

The Master’s Return

Our scripture today concerns the second coming of Christ, an event we tend to regard as a distant
probability — like winning $70 million in the lottery. It’s possible on any given day, but, in our thinking,
not likely. Yet look at how Jesus stressed this point over and over in the book of Matthew. The Lord
will return like a thief in the night — unexpectedly. He is the Master who will suddenly return home,
expecting his servants to be doing their assigned tasks.

If the servants were sitting on their hands, waiting till they could see the master’s limo pulling into the
drive, it would be too late to get started with their work. If the head servant did not give the others their
food “at the proper time” but kept waiting until “one day when” the master was on his way, then either
the other servants would have rioted, or starved or left. The property would be in tough shape. God
doesn’t want his church or his children to wait until conditions are perfect before going about the tasks
he set for us.

We can’t get into the habit of giving God conditional love or conditional obedience by pinning our
actions to some future occurrence... one day when I’ve got more money, I'll start tithing, or one day
when I beat this cancer, I’ll attend a bible study. One day when I have a shorter commute, I’ll read a
daily devotional with my kids at breakfast. Don’t push away the peace that comes with seeking God’s
presence today! Don’t procrastinate in pursuing your purpose here on God’s earth — you are here to
serve and glorify HIM, regardless of the circumstances around you. No one said it would be easy. We
are here to worship Him in spirit and in truth- every day- until Jesus returns or takes us home. Seek
first the kingdom of God and everything else you need will be given unto you. (Matt. 6:33). Like the
faithful servants in the reading, we are to feed others with the good news of salvation, not just hoard it
for ourselves. And we’re to do it “at the right time” — namely, when they are receptive and willing to
listen. I’m sure you’ve had days or nights where you just wished Jesus would gather you up in the
Rapture so you didn’t have to face the battles here on earth anymore. That’s when we need to refocus on
the simple joys and turn ‘One Day When’ into a one-day win. If | can just make it through the next day,
or the next hour, or the next couple minutes, then that’s a win. Remember, the Bible does NOT say, As a
Christian you are a victim, hanging on by the skin of your teeth” It says, (Rom. 8:37) We are more than
conquerors through Him that loved us. ” We are not in the battle alone when we are ‘in Christ’.

Find Joy In the Land of Your Suffering

Don’t look so far ahead that visions of the battles of tomorrow and the next day roll over you in gigantic
waves and prevent you from seeing the life raft Jesus has positioned within arm’s reach. Even in the
midst of our struggle, there is joy in the process of life with Christ. Paul and Silas sang hymns in the jail
while they were chained to the stocks with bleeding backs. Science has proven that singing joyful
hymns actually relieves stress." Worship activates the angels of heaven according to the writings of
Daniel. Worship broke the chains off Paul and Silas, and IN THE PROCESS brought the jailer and his
household to faith in Jesus. Look for a small win each day — no matter what the bigger picture looks
like. What if God wants to use you on the way to where you think you’re going, on the way to that big
breakthrough, in the midst of your addiction, while you’re unemployed, or while you’re struggling
through a bad relationship? God has a plan to lead you through, but those obstacles, delays and detours
you’re experiencing might be God’s way of chipping off some rough edges that were keeping you stuck.
Maybe that detour is setting you up for some small wins that will boost your confidence and prepare you
for the big event He has planned for your future.
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1 Timothy 6:12 reminds us to fight the beautiful fight of faith — reminding us that the key thing to do in a
battle is to maintain your faith. God loves it and the enemy hates it, when we refuse to stop worshipping,
stop praising, stop giving. God is a father who wants to see you succeed, just like the Master who was
travelling wanted to reward the diligent servant with a larger territory to manage. Every small act of
obedience, of charity, of love for God, gives us an opportunity to glimpse what joy the future could be
bring. At his coming Christ will be pleased if, like the wise servant in the scripture, | focus on serving,
rather than on being served, on caring for others rather than plotting and planning, worrying and
whining. We all have dry seasons but God is faithful. Genesis 26:12 says Isaac sowed during a time of
famine and reaped 100 fold. He looked with eyes of faith at a barren, dusty plot of ground. And, instead
of waiting until “one day when rains come” he sowed seeds anyway, His neighbors probably pitied him
for being a few fries short of a Happy Meal, just wasting seed; but for his faith, God blessed him with a
supernatural 100-fold harvest.

Turn ‘One Day When’ into ‘One Day Wins’
I remember talking with a teenager at a family barbeque and she said, she’d like to win the lottery so she
could provide housing for all the homeless people in the city. The plight of the homeless really touched
her heart, but she was too young to buy a lottery ticket. She could have used her age to justify inaction,
saying, ‘one day when I’m old enough ..., OR she could contact a shelter to find out what kids her age
could do to help the homeless. She could collect gently used toys in the neighborhood to bring to the
shelter’s children; she could cash in cans and bottles to get money to donate; she could get all her friends
to join her in making sandwiches to bring to the homeless people sleeping in the doorways downtown.
So she did. If Jesus were to return before she became an adult, he would reward her for faithfully
feeding others at the proper time. As we approach Lent it’s a good time to look for opportunities for
small, personal acts of worship that will please God and brighten our days. These small wins can help us
set aside our worries, and move us closer to the joy of Easter.
I’ll give you 3 examples:

e Wear something purple, the color of Lent, as often as possible, and if anyone remarks on it, use it to

start a conversation about Jesus and why we celebrate Lent.

e Memorize the words of the hymn, We Shall Overcome, and sing it while you’re driving or hum it
under your breath at the doctor’s office. Put it on your phone and play it whenever the battle starts to
wear you down. Our ability to overcome is bought and paid for by the blood of Jesus. We don’t have
to lose our joy just because the world is wicked and full of people who act plumb crazy.

¢ .Go vegan at least one day a week during Lent, denying yourself foods of the flesh, then celebrate
each Friday with a Hot Cross Bun — a sweet treat created centuries ago just for Lent. The anticipatory
joy makes it feel like a real win.

Some days all you might find to celebrate is that you got out of bed and showed up. That’s reason
enough to praise God, & to share your story of how He strengthens you. Look for that one day win
today, and again tomorrow and each day thereafter. The more you focus on your problem, the bigger it
seems, whereas focusing on each win builds your faith and enriches your worship, If you look too far
out, and you’ll miss what’s right in front of you.
How many parents complain about chaos caused by young children, then when the kids are grown up
and gone, lament the time they didn’t spend appreciating the love and laughter of child’s play.

e Don’t wait for things to be perfect.

e Don’t wait til you feel like worshipping.

e Don’t wait for the drama to subside.
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Don’t Delay, He’s Coming!

There are wars going on in heavenly places as ‘good’ clashes with ‘evil’. (Eph.6:12) and the closer we
get to the second coming, the more the battle heats up. This will continue until Satan is bound and then
thrown into the lake of fire once and for all. Jesus died so that in the meantime we can be assured that
we already have the victory. Even if your battle looks like Waterloo or Wounded Knee, worship God
for his goodness in helping you thru the struggle. Find some occasion for joy or gratitude in your daily
encounters. Although we live in a trouble-filled world, joy can be ours because of the overcoming power
of the blood of Jesus (John 16:33).

Faith needs to be a present thing, not a past or future thing, because, when it comes to spiritual
warfare, every skirmish affects the outcome. Every soul we can win for Christ is one less lost to the
enemy. Hebrews 11:1 says, “now faith is assurance of things hoped for.” Now, not tomorrow, or one day
when...” Every day we are closer to the Master’s return. Don’t forget that the Son of Man will come at
an hour when you are not expecting him. Matt 24:51 says, a bad servant will be harshly dealt with.
*1The master will cut him in pieces and make him share the fate of the hypocrites. There he will cry and

grind his teeth. “ What a horrible punishment for not being faithful. Start believing in Christ’s power to
strengthen you.

Faith speaks God’s promises for the future into existence. YOU are spirit filled.

We, as the church, are God’s chosen people; you and | are responsible for carrying out the great
commission of making disciples of all the world - this messy, violent, immoral and mixed up world.
Jesus has finished HIS work. We are the servants of our master, continuing his work and keeping the
faith, one day at a time. Rev. 2:26 (AMP) promises that “he who overcomes the world [through
believing that Jesus is the son of God] and he who keeps my deeds [doing things that please Me] until
the end, to him | will give authority and power over the nations.” That’s something to look forward to.
Whenever it may be that judgment day comes, we don’t want to be full of regrets or cast out with the
hypocrites. Personally, I find that it’s only by looking back that I see the patterns of my actions and of
what God has been doing in my life. Do you notice that too? Wouldn’t it be great if ONE DAY WHEN
you look back on a life of ONE DAY WINS, you see a pattern of grace and fruitfulness that will lead
our Savior to say, as you meet Him face to face, “Well done, good and faithful servant”? (Matt.25:21)
I’m sure that’s what He wants for you also. Praise be to God, who was in the beginning, is now, and
always shall be.

And all God’s people said, ....AMEN

*PybMed, Gunter Kreutz et al, Effects of choir singing or listening on cortisol and emotional state 2004.
Dec.
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