“Into the Deep” — Feb. 9, 2025

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Luke 5:1-11

1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the Lake of Gennesaret and the crowd was pressing in
on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen
had gotten out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one
belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and
taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out
into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we have
worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6
When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to burst. 7 So
they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled
both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’s
knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all who were with
him were astounded at the catch of fish that they had taken, 10 and so also were James and John,
sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid;
from now on you will be catching people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they
left everything and followed him. (NRSVUE)

God’s grace is amazing, whether it’s snowing, raining, or sun-shining. God is good
all the time, no matter if we are worshipping in person or online.

This week, | was in a three-day-long Board of Ordained Ministry (BOM) meeting,
having chances to meet colleagues who said “Yes” to God’s calling. Several times
a year, | join the interview team to meet candidates for ministry. I’ve been doing
this for almost 20 years, previously with the District Committee on Ministry
(dCOM) and now with the Board of Ordained Ministry.

One of the co-chairs, Angela, delivered a brief sermon during the opening worship
and chose the same scripture verses from Luke 5:1-11 that we read this morning.
How timely that we are invited to delve deeper into today’s reading and discover
the message meant for us today. | will integrate a little bit of her sermon into
today’s sermon.

One day, Jesus was standing beside the Lake of Gennesaret, also called the Sea of
Galilee. I will call it “‘Galilee’ this morning. Galilee is the place where Jesus called
His disciples to ministry. Simon Peter was one of the first disciples who heard
from Jesus: “Follow me and I will make you fishers for people.” (Mk 1:17; Mt
4:19; Lk 5:10-11)



The crowd was pressing in on Jesus. They wanted to listen to the Word of God.
Jesus noticed two boats tied up. The fishermen had just finished their work, left
their boats, and were washing their nets. Jesus got into one of the boats that was
Simon’s and asked him to put out a little from the shore. Now the boat became a
pulpit. Sitting there, Jesus taught the crowd.

After finishing speaking, Jesus said to Peter, “Now go out into the deep water and
cast your nets for a catch.” Peter and the other fishermen planned to go home right
after washing their nets.

“What did you say? Seriously? Again? I’'m tired and exhausted! I don’t want to do
anything. I’'m ready to go home and go to bed.” Peter might have wanted to say,
“Are you giving us fishing instructions? Stop being silly! We have been in this
business for decades since we were very young.” Did Peter make those
complaints? No. Instead of complaining about their exhaustion or asserting their
expertise, they were obedient and surrendered to Jesus. Peter answered, “Master,
we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught even a minnow. But if you say so,
I’11 let down the nets.”*

When Peter and his companions went deep into the water and cast their nets, they
caught a huge haul of fish, straining the nets past capacity. They waved to their
friends in the other boat to come to help them. They came and filled both boats,
nearly swamping them with the catch. Seeing what happened, Peter and his
companions, especially James and John, were amazed and overwhelmed.

And then, we can see not just their day changed, but their whole lives were
transformed. Peter fell to his knees before Jesus, saying, “Lord, go away from me;
[ am a sinful man!” He was overwhelmed. When he and his companions witnessed
the miraculous catch of fish, they experienced an awe-inspiring moment beyond
their understanding. This revelation of God’s presence in Jesus made Peter deeply
humble; it made him aware that he was an unworthy sinner. How would you have
responded if it were you?

Jesus said to Peter, “Do not be afraid; from now on, you will be catching people,”
inviting him to become a “companion of Jesus.”? Considering that most early

1 Angela's input has been added.

2 Robert C. Tannehill, Luke. According to Tannehill, Jesus proclaimed “forgiveness” along with his reassurance (“do
not be afraid”) and promise (“you will be catching people”).



Christians didn’t leave their homes and families to preach the gospel, Luke was
clear that Peter had a special call to ministry and mission. In Jesus’ invitation to
Peter, the word “catch” means “to take alive, in the sense of rescuing from death.
Peter was called to participate in Jesus’ saving works, proclaiming, embodying,
and inviting people to new life. Jesus’ primary concern was and still is bringing life
to people, saving us from death.
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We are living in a culture of greed, destruction, and death. Today’s world is also
marked by excessive religious claims that “brutalize in the name of God rather than
heal and nurture communities.”* In this context, the World Council of Churches
(WCC) invites us to recognize and repent that at some times some Christians have
forced “conversions” by violent means or the abuse of power.

Evangelism, or Christian witness, is about sharing our faith and love for God with
others confidently, respectfully, and humbly. As Jesus invited Peter to catch people,
there is no greater gift we can offer to our human siblings than to share the love,
grace, and mercy of God in Christ. At the same time, as the World Council of
Churches invites us, we are also called to listen to our interfaith partners in the
spirit of mutual respect, dialogue, and actions for the reign of God, in which love,
justice, and peace prevail.®

This morning, | would also like to invite you, and myself, to put out into the deep
water—not only the sea around the Cape but also our spiritual inner ocean—and let
down our nets for catching. The human body is about 70 percent water. We
sometimes feel calm waves or a raging storm in our inner ocean, whether
physically or emotionally. In all circumstances, the life-giving and life-affirming
Spirit of God is moving in us all around the watery abyss.

Prayer is the passcode to access the spiritual inner ocean. Without prayers, we can
never reach the heart of our faith journey—in other words, we cannot score a
spiritual touchdown. Without prayers, we can’t experience our being
interconnected in God’s web of life in the world and God’s creation. In our prayers,
we meet the overflowing love of God from the deep inner ocean that is at the heart
of our faith journey.

3 Preaching through the Christian Year, Year C.
4 WCC, Together towards Life: Mission and Evangelism in Changing Landscapes.

5 Ibid.



Prayer is our primary language in our spiritual life and this beloved community of
faith. Jesus still waits for us to go deeper in our “inner ocean,” to cast down our
spiritual nets, breathing the breath of the Holy Spirit. Jesus still calls us to say yes,
to become fishers for catching people. When prayers and life experiences are
connected, Jesus promises that our faith journey becomes more vibrant, joyful, and
resilient, and we will see our boats are filled with a huge haul of fish, and people,
and abundant fruits of grace and love. | invite you to follow me. Please call your
name first and follow me: (Name) “Don’t be afraid! Go deep into the water and let
down your nets!”

God’s grace is amazing! Amen!



