“Trust in the Lord” — Jan. 19, 2025
Second Sunday after the Epiphany (John 2:1-11)

0n the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and
his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to
him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to me and to you? My
hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” ® Now standing
there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty

gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. & He said to
them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the person in charge of the banquet.” So they took it. * When
the person in charge tasted the water that had become wine and did not know where it came from
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), that person called the bridegroom '®and said to
him, “Everyone serves the good wine first and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.
But you have kept the good wine until now.” ' Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee and
revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him. (NRSVUE)

The miracle story at Cana was the first miracle of Jesus and became the inaugural
event of Jesus’ ministry in the Gospel of John. Today’s reading begins with a problem.
At a wedding in Cana of Galilee, people found that the wine was running low. It must
have been an embarrassing situation for the wedding host. The Gospel of John
provides no further details. Mary, Jesus’ mother, was there, and Jesus and his

disciples were also there as guests. When Mary told Jesus, “They have no wine,”
Jesus’ reaction seemed indifferent, unwilling to get involved, or even rude towards his
mother: “Woman, what concern is that to me and to you? My hour has not yet come.”
In Message translation, “Is that any of our business, Mother, yours or mine? This isn’t
my time. Don’t push me.”

If Eunki spoke to his mom in that manner, the likely response would be, “You are so
brave!” When Jesus says, “my time” or “my hour,” we need to understand that the
primary concern of Jesus was discerning and following God’s will at every moment of
his life. Jesus didn’t just act based on family ties, friendships, or needs alone. In the
Gospel of John, Jesus acted whenever God’s will was revealed to him.?

Even though Jesus clearly said it was not his time yet, his mother, Mary, went ahead
anyway. Mary fully trusted Jesus’ ability to provide wine if he chose. She had no
doubt about that, but at the same time, she did not (and could not) either limit the
freedom of Jesus or push him to perform a miracle. She told the servants, “Whatever
he tells you, do it.” Did Jesus find Mary’s wishes aligned with God’s will? Or, as
some New Testament scholars suggest, did Jesus perform the miracle “at his own
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initiative” as God’s will was revealed to him? We don’t know. All we know is, Jesus
eventually acted as his mother hoped and expected.

Jesus asked the servants to fill the six stone jars with water. The Bible says each jar
could hold twenty to thirty gallons. (The Ford Explorer SUV needs almost 20 gallons
to fill up the tank.) And the servants filled them to the brim.

Jesus said, “Now draw some out and take it to the host.” After tasting the water that
had become wine, the host called out to the bridegroom, “Everyone serves the best
wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have become drunk. But you’ve
saved the best until now.” Only Mary and the servants knew that the water had turned
into the finest wine at that wedding party.

Let’s try to go a little bit deeper. In John’s theological, symbolic, and sometimes
poetic language, according to the New Testament scholars (such as Gail R. O’Day),
when Jesus said, “My hour has not yet come,” “my hour” or “my time” means “the
hour of Jesus’ glorification.” And this glorification includes “his death, resurrection,
and ascension.”?

Did you notice that today’s reading begins with “On the third day”? This wording also
alludes to and foreshadows Jesus’ resurrection. We see this elsewhere in the Gospel of
John. In the story about the cleansing of the temple, Jesus said, “Destroy this temple,
and in three days [ will raise it up . . .” John said, “Jesus was speaking of the temple of
his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said
this.” (John 2:13-22)3

The Gospel of John was the Gospel for the second generation of the earliest Christians.
The stories in the Gospel of John, including the wedding feast in Cana, serve to help
second and later generations of Christians reflect on and realize the meaning of Jesus’
life, death, and resurrection.

When | read this part of the story, | sometimes think about our prayer life. We often
pray to God without trusting. Or we hope or believe that prayers must be answered
according to “my” wishes. When we pray, we also tend to think too much in terms
like: “Will God answer to my prayer?” “Is God able to do this?” “Does prayer really
work?” “What if God says no?” “Does God exist?”” The list can go on and on. It can
be still okay if we think of these things while praying, but sometimes we think and
talk much about prayer without praying at all.
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When we pray, God expects us to trust God, who loves us. | believe that if we turn to
God with our prayers, God will listen and act for us; God will be on our side, a strong
shield and fortress. O’Day, the commentator on the Gospel of John, said that what
Jesus’ mother, Mary, showed was “unconditional confidence.”

Mary showed “unconditional confidence,” trusting not only Jesus’ ability but also his
best discernment, concerning timing or responding yes or no. Jesus could have simply
said “no” or “not yet,” but I don’t think Mary would have complained about it,
trusting Jesus’ discernment mirroring God’s will. Mary is a good teacher for us.
Mary’s unconditional trust and confidence made it possible for her to let things go,
entrust everything to God, and hope.

Tomorrow is Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Many churches also remember and
celebrate the life and ministry of Martin Luther King Jr. on January 20th, or the
nearest Sunday, which is today. King was a person of prayer, and King’s miraculous
weapon for fighting against injustice was prayer and love.

King said, “Always be sure that you struggle with Christian methods and Christian
weapons. . . . As you press on for justice, be sure to move with dignity and discipline,
using only the weapon of love.” King always hoped and prayed that “justice shall roll
down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” (Amos 5:24) Just as
Jesus transformed water into wine, King prayed that God would transform our lives,
communities, and nations, so that justice, equity, and peace prevail in love. | will
conclude today’s sermon with King’s earnest prayers:

“God, help us as individuals and as a world to hear it now before it is too late: ‘Seek
ye first the Kingdom of God and God's justice and all these other things shall be
added unto you... Give us renewed confidence in nonviolence and the way of love as
taught by Christ.” “God, grant that as we go out and face life with all of its decisions,
as we face the bitter cup which we will inevitably face from day to day, God grant that
we will learn this one thing and that is, to make the transition from ‘this [bitter] cup’
to ‘nevertheless.”” Amen!*

4 Lewis Baldwin, Never to Leave Us Alone: The Prayer Life of Martin Luther King Jr. (Adapted)



