“Welcome Home” — Dec. 22, 2024
4™ Sunday of Advent
Luke 1:46b-55

46b “My soul magnifies the Lord, “’and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, “for he has looked with
favor on the lowly state of his servant. Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, *° for
the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name;®indeed, his mercy is for those
who fear him from generation to generation. ! He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered
the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 5> He has brought down the powerful from their

thrones and lifted up the lowly; *2 he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away
empty.>* He has come to the aid of his child Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, *° according to the
promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” (NRSVUE)

Last Sunday, ten volunteer singers rang the bells or knocked on the doors of the
neighboring houses around the church to sing Christmas carols. After inviting
neighbors to choose a carol from Bob’s list, we sang each selected song together. It
was delightful to see the joyous smiles on their faces, as if they were receiving a
Christmas gift. Thank you, Bob, and all the joyous singers.

One of the songs we sang together was Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer. Rudolph
the Reindeer often reminds me of Mary, the mother of Jesus. Part of the lyrics say,
“All of the other reindeer used to laugh and call him names. They never let poor
Rudolph join in any reindeer games.”

Mary faced many challenges because she lived in a time with very strict rules,
especially for women. For example, her unexpected pregnancy before marriage
could have led to blame or even the threat of being stoned. To protect her from
public shame, Joseph tried to quietly end their engagement. However, after an
angel told him that Mary’s conception was the work of the Holy Spirit, Joseph
decided to take Mary as his wife (Matthew 1:18-25). Although we don’t have all
the details, can you imagine how difficult this must have been for Mary?

However, just like Rudolph the Reindeer being invited and leading Santa’s sleigh
on a foggy Christmas Eve, there was a big and surprising twist for Mary as well.
For Mary, it was not Santa, but an angel sent by God. The angel Gabriel came to
Mary and told her not to be afraid of having a baby because she had found favor
with God. Gabriel even gave the baby’s name, “Jesus,” saying, “The child will be
holy and will be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:28-32)

Mary also heard that Elizabeth had conceived a son by God’s wondrous grace six months
earlier. Eager to see Elizabeth, Mary got up and hurriedly traveled to a Judean town in the



hill country. When they met together with joy (and with a big smile, | suspect), Mary
began to sing a song called the Magnificat, or the Song of Mary. Mary’s song was
desiring and praising God’s mighty acts, in which the powerful are brought down from
their throne, and the lowly are lifted and the hungry are fed. All of this would come about
not through rebellion, but with the coming of God in the weakness of a child.

The Song of Mary is full of expectation and confidence in God’s mighty, loving
and justice-seeking acts. The song of Mary also foreshadows God’s redeeming
work through the ministry of Jesus who would become a friend to the powerless,
the rejected, and the marginalized. Mary was singing and shouting about the
coming and fulfillment of the reign of God, full of love through Christ, whose
name is Jesus. The reign of God invites us to envision a home where everyone grows in
love, mutually respecting and embracing each other in God's boundless love.

Mary’s song continues to ask us whether we are truly home, whether we see one
another as family within God’s indwelling presence, and whether we are ready to
grow in love together. Mary invites and encourages us to create a loving, justice-
seeking, and mutually embracing community in the church, among neighbors, and
throughout the world, as we deeply long for the coming of God’s final reign.

God knows that we are not perfect. We are weak. We are vulnerable. Still, we are
precious in God’s sight. We are God’s beloved. Advent is a season to awaken our
numbed senses of joy, gratitude, happiness, and loving kindness, remembering
God’s self-giving love for us, even showing us this by being born as a vulnerable
child through a vulnerable mother, Mary. We are called to become the embodiment
of the Magnificat—the prelude to the coming of baby Jesus. The prelude of the
coming of the Reign of God.

As we wait for Christmas day, let us sing along with Mary. Let us continue to sing the
Magnificat, which was Mary’s “Yes,” Mary’s “Amen,” and Mary’s “Halleluiah!”
When we say yes to this invitation, we’ll find God closer. We’ll feel at home in God’s
warm embrace. We can feel and notice that we are already in God’s home as we move
closer to God and to our neighbors as well as ourselves. In this Advent and
Christmas season, let us continue to see ourselves as God’s beloved, finding home
in our every “here and now” moments, which lead us to the eternal home God has
prepared for us. Even at this very moment, God is waiting for you and me with
arms wide open, saying, “Welcome home!” > (Today, as we listen to the cantata,
| hope we light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love in our hearts, that will also
shine a light on our ongoing faith journey in Jesus Christ. Amen!)



