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“Finding Ways Home” – Dec. 8, 2024                                                                                    

2nd Sunday of Advent                                                                                                     

Luke 3:1-6 

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 

the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is 

written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:                                                                             

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,                                                                                                                 

make his paths straight.                                                                                                                               

5 Every valley shall be filled,                                                                                                        

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,                                                                            

and the crooked shall be made straight,                                                                                                      

and the rough ways made smooth;                                                                                                    

6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” (NRSV) 

When I watched the movie Forrest Gump a long time ago, the most impressive 

scene was Lieutenant Dan’s jumping and swimming into the sea, feeling a sense of 

forgiveness and reconciliation.  

Lt. Dan was Forrest’s platoon leader during the Vietnam War. Since many of his 

forebears had died in every American war from the Revolution to the Second 

World War, Lt. Dan believed he was destined to die in combat, just like them. One 

day, during an ambush, Lt. Dan was seriously wounded. Despite his orders to leave 

him behind, Forrest carried him to safety, getting shot in the process. After losing 

his legs, Lt. Dan resented Forrest for saving him against his will, leaving him 

disabled and deeply depressed. 

Over time, Lt. Dan became a good friend to Forrest and served as his first mate at 

the Bubba Gump Shrimp Company. Despite his resentment and cursing at God, Lt. 

Dan gradually recovered his will to live and found a new purpose in life. One day, 

Lt Dan forgave and thanked Forrest for saving his life. Lt. Dan jumped from the 

boat, swimming in the ocean, feeling a sense of liberation and a new beginning. 

While it's uncertain if Lt. Dan found his spiritual home in God, he seemed to have 

more space in his heart, his inner ocean. Seeing his shining, smiling face, I felt that 

Lt. Dan had reconciled with God and swam into God’s embracing heart, finally 

finding his way home. 



2 

 

“Come back home!”  

One of the most frequent and essential invitations in the Bible is “come back 

home.”  Jesus’s parable of lost sons, both younger and elder sons, depicts our 

“must” to repent and come back home. To come back home, our whole body, not 

only the mind, needs to turn towards home. In the Bible, repentance is not simply 

feeling bad, ashamed, guilty, or remorseful about what we have done in the past.  

Repentance always means returning, or U-turning, from our way to God’s way.   

That’s why John’s baptism of repentance is also translated as baptism of life-

change. John the Baptist proclaimed a baptism of repentance, baptism of life-

change, leading to forgiveness of sins.   

Did you count how many people appeared in today’s reading? Nine. Most of them 

are important figures from the beginning to the end of the Gospel of Luke.  

• Tiberius Caesar was a Roman emperor who shows John’s historical and 

social setting.1     

• Pontius Pilate was the governor of the Roman province of Judaea, serving 

under Emperor Tiberius.  

•  Herod was the ruler of Galilee. John was imprisoned and killed by Herod. 

• Philip, Herod’s brother, was the ruler of Iturea and Traconitis (part of 

present-day Syria).  

• Lysanias was the ruler of Abilene (part of present-day Syria). We don’t have 

any information about him.    

• Annas and Caiaphas were high priests.   

• Zechariah was father of John the Baptist.2  

These names show the world where the John the Baptist lived.  We don’t have to 

memorize those names. Still, it is helpful to understand that John prepared and 

 
1 New Interpreter’s Bible. We still don’t know the date because it is unclear which calendar Luke used among many 

ancient calendars such as the Julian, Jewish, Egyptian, or Syrian-Macedonian calendars. 

2 Zechariah was father of John the Baptist and the husband of Elizabeth. When John was born, Zechariah 

was filled with the Holy Spirit. He prophesied that John would be called a prophet to prepare the way for 

the Lord. (Luke 1:67-79). 
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proclaimed the coming the of the Kingdom of God amid many challenges: the 

oppression and suffering under Roman colonial rule, the marginalization or 

exclusion of many people by Jewish “nationalism” and strict religious laws, and 

many other frustrating circumstances. John implied that the seeds of Good News 

wouldn’t be abstract but would be woven into ordinary people’s day-to-day lives. 

In this season of Advent, we prepare a room for baby Jesus and the second coming 

of Jesus Christ, and we long for the arrival of God’s final reign. Advent is also a 

time for us to find ways home. We often think we will go to our eternal home after 

death. The truth is that although we will reach our heavenly home sometime in the 

future, we are also called to constantly and vigilantly seek, deepen, and enliven the 

presence of God, who becomes our true home all the time.3   

For some people, “home” may evoke memories of a comfortable, warm, and happy 

place. For others, the way back home can be as difficult as in a maze. With guilty 

feelings for the past, worries for the future, and a busy schedule for the present, we 

sometimes feel that we are lost, going astray.  

In John’s proclamation about what the coming of the Lord and the reign of God 

looks like, we can see not only our hindrances, but also God’s gracious and 

powerful presence as we find ways home and return to God:     

… Make his paths straight.                                                                                                                               

Every valley shall be filled,                                                                                                        

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,                                                                            

and the crooked shall be made straight,                                                                                                      

and the rough ways made smooth;                                                                                                     

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ 

The good news is that God becomes our companion as we walk the valley, 

mountain, hill, and many rough paths.  

Have you experienced doubts, fears, distractions, mood swings, or God’s seeming 

absence in your faith journey?  (I have.)  If we do not let go of God’s hand, – I say 

again, If you do not let go of God’s hand – the rough places often become a part of 

spiritual learning curves. We can feel grateful that spiritual hindrances can deepen 

our relationship with God. That’s my prayer for all of us.    

 
3 New Interpreter’s Bible.  
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Lieutenant Dan swam in the ocean, feeling at home in God despite the extreme 

challenges of his life. God also waits for us with patience and hope. Advent season 

invites us to wait for God with patience and hope, too. Our faith journey is 

sometimes rough and foggy, but God's grace always becomes our GPS that makes 

our journey back home easy. 

In this Advent season, we are called to find ways home, diving deep into the ocean 

of God’s grace—the vast sea of forgiveness, reconciliation, and abundant life. God 

is always waiting for us, reaching out a hand, saying: ‘Come back, my beloved! 

Come back!’ I earnestly hope and pray that this amazing grace and love of God 

deeply touch our lives this Advent. Come, embrace God’s boundless love! And, all 

God’s people say, “Amen!”  


