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“Grace Abound” – Nov. 17, 2024 

26th Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Cor. 8:7-15 

 7 Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for 
you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking. 8 I do not say this as a command, but I am, by 

mentioning the eagerness of others, testing the genuineness of your love. 9 For you know the generous act of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you 

might become rich. 10 And in this matter, I am giving my opinion: it is beneficial for you who began last year 

not only to do something but even to desire to do something. 11 Now finish doing it, so that your eagerness 
may be matched by completing it according to your means. 12 For if the eagerness is there, the gift is 

acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have. 13 For I do not mean that 
there should be relief for others and hardship for you, but it is a question of equality between 14 your present 

abundance and their need, so that their abundance may also supply your need, in order that there may be 

equality. 15 As it is written, “The one who had much did not have too much, and the one who had little did not 

have too little” (NRSVUE)  

At a circus, a strongman squeezed the juice from a lemon between his hands. He 

then said to the audience, “I will give $200 to anyone who can squeeze another 

drop from this lemon.” A woman came forward, picked up the lemon, strained 

hard, and managed to get a drop. The strongman was amazed. He paid the woman 

and asked, “What’s your secret?” The woman replied, “Practice. I was a church 

treasurer for 32 years!” 

This morning, I would like to say “thank you” to the finance committee for their 

unwavering dedication to our church in the face of challenging financial 

circumstances. Along with the finance committee, I am deeply grateful to everyone 

who has become a channel for God’s love, grace, and justice through their weekly 

offerings and tithes. 

As some of you may have noticed, the worship for the Church Conference last 

Sunday invited us to live as co-creators of justice and joy. We were encouraged to 

say yes when the “just God places in us a mission for a world where justice is not 

just for us, but where justice just is, for all.” The Church Conference is basically a 

time to celebrate our ministries throughout the year. I really appreciate all of you 

who devotedly serve the church, the community, and the Kin-dom of God on earth 

as in heaven.  

In the Christian community of faith, we believe that God’s grace and human 

responses go together, although God’s grace always comes first. Have you heard 

words like preventing grace? I've mentioned it several times, but it wouldn't be a 
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bad idea to remind you again, as it is one of the core beliefs of the people called 

Methodists, like you and me. You know that English is my second language. When 

I listened to the term “preventing-grace,” I was confused—preventing means to 

hinder or stop doing something. I didn’t know its archaic meaning was “to act 

ahead of, precede, or anticipate.” In John Wesley’s time, the term “preventing” 

meant simply “coming before” (preveniens in Latin). 

Preventing grace or prevenient grace means that God’s grace means that God’s 

grace comes before we know God and have faith in Christ. God’s grace is with us, 

all the time, from the beginning to the end, whether we notice it or not. It is not 

surprising people often do not appreciate God’s grace, because it is always 

available. Just like we do not feel grateful for water or air unless we are in the 

desert or on Mars.  

Today, I would especially like to invite you to reflect on the five Ts of God’s grace 

and our responses. I also call it the five Ts of stewardship. I remember sharing this 

with you a year ago. What do we mean by stewardship? In the Bible, stewardship 

means our faith response to the gifts God has provided to us in all areas of life. 

The Five Ts of Stewardship include: 

(1)  T for Tissue: Tissue encompasses body, mind, heart, soul, and relationships. 

This emphasizes caring for our physical, emotional, spiritual and relational 

health. Self-care and care for others are important parts of stewardship. 

(2)  T for Time: This encourages us to find balance in life between family, work, 

play, and spiritual growth.  

(3)  T for Talent: This invites us to consider our special gifts and skills and how to 

use them to give glory to God and to serve others.                           

(4)  T for Trees: This reminds us to be good stewards of the earth by recycling, 

reusing, and reducing the consumption of resources.  

(5)  T for Treasure: The Bible teaches us to give gratefully and joyfully. 

When we hear the word stewardship, we often think about financial matters only. 

But it is not only that. Although we are going to reflect on money a little bit more 

today, it is also important to know that stewardship is not limited to financial 

matters. 

Today’s reading is about how to celebrate God’s abundant grace in our life, 

especially in the life of the community of faith. In his second letter to the 

Corinthians, Paul portrayed Christians in Macedonia as good examples of the 
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community of faith. They were Christians who lived in cities in northern Greece 

such as Philippi, Berea, and Thessalonica. Although Paul experienced hostility at 

the start of his first Macedonian mission (Acts 16:19-24; 1 Thess. 2:1-2), in general 

Christians in Macedonia warmly and fully supported Paul’s mission. 

Let me paraphrase what Paul shared with Corinthian Christians regarding the 

transformation of Macedonian Christians: “Despite a severe challenge of affliction 

and poverty, Macedonian Christians experienced overflowing joy. Praise God; 

their suffering triggered amazingly rich generosity on their part. They gave 

themselves to God first and then to us, following God’s will. They voluntarily gave 

offerings of whatever they could—far more than they could afford!” 

“My fellow Christian siblings,” Paul said, “Just as you excel in everything—in 

faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and your love for us—see 

that you also excel in this grace of giving.” (2 Cor. 8:1-7) 

In Paul’s time and in his cultural world, people often learned things by modeling 

after someone.1 We may not like it when someone compares us with someone else, 

but it was common back then. Paul wanted to share the Macedonian examples of 

celebrating God’s grace through their giving heartily and cheerfully. Their 

generous contribution and collection in the midst of affliction was a sure sign of 

God’s presence and power. 

In Paul’s mind, God’s grace should be shared, and every encounter with another 

person is an opportunity to be a channel of God’s grace. Through giving, when 

God’s grace reaches more and more people, it becomes the way of expressing and 

embodying love, compassion, justice, and God’s abundant grace that brings us joy, 

a sense of community, and God’s ever-presence. 

While Paul wanted to reinvigorate and inspire full participation in generous giving 

and offering among Corinthians, he wanted to make sure giving is not a command 

but a joyful and grateful response to God’s abundant grace.  

Paul reminds Christians of God’s abundant grace in which Jesus Christ, though 

rich, became poor for the sake of the Corinthians. Paul invited them to regain their 

enthusiasm, walk the extra miles, but not under excessive pressure!  

 
1 J. Paul Sampley, New Interpreter’s Bible. 
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Paul continued to invite Corinthian Christians and all of us to help one another 

through giving, contemplating how to become channels of God’s grace. Paul said, 

“At present, your plenty will supply what they need so that in turn their plenty will 

supply what you need. Then there will be equality of a fair balance.”2 

In Paul’s time and even now, talking about money is not an easy topic. Just like 

Paul, however, I would like to invite you and all of us to respond to the grace of 

God in our lives and to participate in God’s work by financially supporting the 

work of the Church. Borrowing Paul’s wording, I would also like to encourage you 

to participate in the life of grace: “Since you excel in everything—in faith, in 

mutual care and support, in earnest prayers, the love and acceptance for all—so I 

want you to excel also in the grace of giving (2 Cor. 8:7) 

Since my appointment a year and a half ago, I’ve repeatedly heard about our 

financial challenges. Thankfully, with the help of the DS, we received a strategic 

grant from the New England Annual Conference, which supported part of the 

pastoral compensation. Recently, our team leaders and I submitted another 

application for an equitable compensation grant to the New England Conference. 

These grants, along with your financial support, are crucial in determining whether 

we can remain a full-time congregation or need to consider becoming part-time. I 

hope and pray that our giving will reflect our visions abundantly, supporting our 

church’s current and future ministries beyond just squeezing drops from the lemon.  

Indeed, we find ourselves in a financially challenging situation. But we remain 

hopeful because of God’s abundant grace and, above all, God’s self-giving and 

self-emptying love through Jesus Christ. As we journey together in faith and 

continue the ministry God has entrusted to us, let’s keep asking ourselves how we 

can continue to be a healthy, disciple-making congregation. How can we live as 

true channels of God’s abundant grace, smiles, and tears with love? As beloved 

children of God, how can we become faces and hearts of God’s radical hospitality 

in this church and in the world?  

I believe God’s grace is an ever-renewing gift for all of us. Imagine an empty glass 

filled with water. If the opening is blocked, the water decays and smells unpleasant. 

But if it’s left open, freshwater flows in and out, keeping the glass filled with clean, 

new water. This represents living a life of grace. 

 
2 “Equality” or “balance” subject to translations. 
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One of the best ways to experience God’s grace is to share it generously, letting it 

flow out of our lives. This is the life Paul lived, and Jesus embodied. As Jesus said, 

by living a grace-filled life, we will drink from a spring of water gushing up to 

eternal life. 

Grace abounds! God is good all the time! Amen! 


