“Peace, Be Still” — Nov. 10, 2024

25" Sunday after Pentecost

Mark 4:35-41

35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving
the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37 A great
windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. 38 But he was
in the stern, asleep on the cushion, and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we
are perishing?” 39 And waking up, he rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Be silent! Be still!” Then the
wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?”
41 And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the
sea obey him?” (NRSVUE)

The boat was one of the early Christian symbols. The symbol of the boat has its
origins in the gospel story of Jesus’ stilling of the storm on the Sea of Galilee (or
Lake Galilee). The boat combined with the cross and the Greek word Oikoumene
has long been the logo of the World Council of Churches (WCC), too. The WCC
explains that the word Oikoumene, from which the term “ecumenical” derives,
“embraces the unity of God’s whole creation and the healing ministry of Christ’s
Spirit.”
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The World Council of Churches adopted the same symbol during the wilderness of
World War Il. The Church was depicted as a boat afloat on the sea of the storm-
tossed world. The mast was in the form of a cross.?

Today’s reading is deeply connected to our fears, pains, tears, and questions in our
struggles, the struggles of the church, and the struggles of the whole creation. It
reminds us that Jesus Christ is the Lord in all circumstances, especially when we
are under distress, persecution, and significant challenges. The story of Jesus’
stilling the storm especially invites us to remember that we are part of the body of
Christ who are in the same boat where Jesus is our head, our captain, and hope.

1 The World Council of Churches (https://www.oikoumene.org/).



When the disciples of Jesus went across to the other side of Galilee, Jesus was in
the boat. Other boats came along, too. A great windstorm came up, and the boat
was full of water with rain and rushing waves. Although some of the disciples were
professional fishermen and must have faced such storms before, their terror shows
that the storm was extremely severe.

In the middle of that challenging moment, Jesus was sleeping at the stern. The boat
Jesus was riding was nearly swamped. Other little ships must have struggled under
the same distress and danger. The disciples woke up Jesus and said to him:
“Teacher, don't you care if we drown?”

The words from the disciples don’t seem too foreign to us either: “Do you not care
for us, God?” We often think and act like the disciples who were in panic or
distress. We doubt God in times of crisis, especially when it becomes prolonged.
Mark’s readers who were under persecution might find comfort from the fact that
Jesus' disciples were also weak individuals. I like Pheme Perkins, who teaches
New Testament and Christian Spirituality at Boston College, saying that the
weaknesses shown by Jesus’ disciples encouraged believers of following
generations to endure the long-suffering, especially in the face of doubts about
God’s caring and saving presence.?

In times of turmoil and grave danger, according to Lamar Williamson, Jr., another
biblical scholar, “a natural human response is to wonder whether or not there is a
God, and if so, whether God is even aware of my problem. We cry out to God in
the midst of our storms, ‘Don’t you care?’” We try to wake God up to take care of
us.”® Williamson reminds us that from time to time, we need to sit quietly and wait
until we find Jesus, speaking to the storm both outside and within us: “Peace! Be
still!™*

Jesus woke up and rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet!” “Peace! Be
still!” Then the wind settled down, and the sea became completely calm. Jesus said
to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”

Was Jesus angry? I don’t think so. On the contrary, Jesus must have been pleased
to see the disciples who had awakened him from sleep. The disciples' waking up

2 Pheme Perkins in New Interpreter’s Bible. | paraphrased her wording.
3 Lamar Williamson, Jr. in Interpretation

* Ibid.



Jesus was their urgent and fervent prayer. When the problems are too big and
prayer seems useless, the disciples of Jesus awakened Jesus praying earnestly. We
often hear that prayer is not a tool for problem-solving but for a deeper relationship
with God. That’s what | believe, too. However, | still encourage you, all of us, to
pray to God with confidence and trust as we continue to face our life problems.

Just like the disciples, we are invited to pray without losing hope. Then, eventually,
we will see who is in control. We will listen to the calm and assertive voice,
“Peace! Be still!” If not now, someday, when we look back over a long time, we
will realize that God has closely walked with us, and something good has
happened in ways beyond we could imagine. | hope we can hear the appeal of the
disciples for us to pray earnestly, trusting Jesus in every situation.

1871 was an extremely traumatic and stormy year for a man, a husband, and a
father named Horatio G. Spafford (1821-1888). He was a Presbyterian layman
from Chicago. He was also a competent lawyer and wealthy businessman.
However, he lost everything overnight by the Great Chicago Fire of 1871. On top
of a huge financial loss, he lost his four-year-old son in the fire.

Two years later, in 1873, he planned to visit England by ferry with his family, but
he had to delay the trip because of urgent business matters. So, he decided to send
his wife and four daughters as scheduled, expecting to follow them in a few days.

While crossing the Atlantic Ocean, the steamboat where the family was riding,
collide with another ship and sank rapidly. All four of Spafford's daughters died.
Several days later the survivors finally landed at Cardiff, Wales, and Mrs. Spafford
sent a telegram to her husband, ‘Saved alone.” Spafford immediately traveled to
meet his grieving wife.

Can you imagine how hard and painful a time he must have gone through? Can
you imagine how much he cried with a broken and shattered heart while on the
ship, missing his children and longing to meet his wife? It took about 8-9 days to
cross the Atlantic Ocean by steamship at that time.

It is said that as he approached the area where the other ship carrying his daughters
had sunk, the following words strangely came to Stafford’s heart, and it eventually
became a hymn lyric in later years. This hymn shows that Jesus was with Spafford,
a poor father and beloved son of God, speaking to the storm within him: “Peace!
Be still!”



| will read part of it: (Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zY509mP22V0)

When peace like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say
It is well, it is well, with my soul.

(Refrain)

It is well, (it is well),

With my soul, (with my soul)

It is well, it is well, with my soul.

He might have shouted and cried God’s seeming absence, “Where are you, God?
How long must | bear pain in my heart and in my rough life? Please show your
face!” From the hymn, however, it seemed like that he found the comfort and
strength to overcome his endless tragedy and challenge in the presence of God.
After losing almost everything, he might feel that only God could sustain him.

Friends,

In times of personal hardship or national or congregational challenges, we are
called to pray constantly and earnestly, trusting in God. | hope and pray that God
awakens us to see God’s ever-presence even in the time of God’s seeming absence.
When we feel difficult to pray, let us cry out, “God, don't you care if we drown?”
Sometimes, things are beyond our control, and all we can do is waking up Jesus
with prayer. Let us remember that God always dwells with us during all the
challenging storms. Let us remember that we are also the boat, the Church, with
the cross as a mast. The storm will come and go, but the risen Christ is always
with us and will calm the storm on the sea and in our mind, saying, “Peace. Be
Still!”

And we respond: “Lord Jesus Christ, our eternal hope, help us accept our
vulnerability from inside the boat.”

Thanks be to God, who gives us strength and cares deeply for us. Amen!



