“The Great Commandment” — Nov. 3, 2024
All Saints Sunday

28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he
answered them well he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” 29 Jesus answered,
“The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’

31 The second is this, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other
commandment greater than these.” 32 Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you
have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; 33 and ‘to love him with all the
heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as
oneself”—this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When

Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”

After that no one dared to ask him any question. (Mark 12:28-34)

Hallelujah! | am truly delighted and happy to be seeing you all. Over the past three
weeks, my family and | have had an intense and amazing time in Korea. During
our visit to Korea, | was especially grateful that Younglang, Eunki, and | were able
to meet family and friends we haven’t seen for a long time. One of the highlights
during our visit was a family reunion to celebrate my father’s 90" birthday. |
frequently heard people tell my father, “Seeing your son is your best medicine,”
and it was amazing to see him become more resilient both mentally and physically
while we were in Korea.

Thank you everyone for your prayers! | would also like to offer special thanks to
our leaders and volunteers for their committed services for the church and the
neighboring community.

Today is All Saints Sunday.* In contemporary understanding,” along with New
Testament meaning, it commemorates all Christian people of every time and place,
past and present, known and unknown, living and deceased. In Korean
congregations all Christians are literally called saints (4 =3 Seongdonim). When
we see each other as saints, we cannot ignore or discriminate but must love and
appreciate one another. In every congregation, when each person is welcomed,
accepted, and nurtured as God's beloved child (and saint), mutual respect,
understanding, and love become the shared language.

Bear in mind that you are, and we all are, saints in the loving heart and eyes of God.
Since the last All Saints Sunday, four saints from the Swift Memorial Church

L1t can be November 1 or the first Sunday in November.



family have joined the great multitude of saints in heaven: David E. Gardner (May
27, 1935 — December 15, 2023), Laura Marsh (June 4, 1931-March 1, 2024), Carol
Ann Lynch (Dec. 11, 1946 — Sep. 2, 2024), and Ruth Ann Auld (Sept. 12, 1936 —
July 31, 2024). Re-membering them is more than just thinking of them—we are
making them part of our whole being as the body of Christ. All Saints Sunday
reminds us that we are God’s beloved, and our brief lifetime is a chance to say, “I
love you, God!” by loving God, others, and ourselves.?

This is why we read The Greatest Commandments this morning: “Love your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength,” and “Love your neighbor as yourself!”

One of the scribes, a legal expert on Jewish law and tradition, asked Jesus, “Which
Is most important of all the commandments?” It was not an easy question, because
there were at least 613 commandments (248 mandatory and 365 prohibitive) in the
Jewish tradition in Jesus’ time. “Of all the commandments, which is the most
important?”’

Jesus answered, ... you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” The scribe would
immediately know that Jesus’ answer contained the heart of the hearts of all the
commandments. In Jewish tradition, it is called the “Shema” or “Great
Commandment” found in Deuteronomy 6:4-5. Let me read it: “Hear, O Israel: The
Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.” Later Judaism set these
words to be recited every morning and evening, and as last words before one’s
death. And, Jesus named the Shema as the first, the most fundamental
commandment. 3

“The second is this.” Jesus continued. “You shall love your neighbor as yourself!”
Jesus’ second most important commandment came from Leviticus 19:18 (“Love
your neighbor as yourself.”). Leviticus 19 invites people to become holy, mirroring
God’s holiness. The same chapter teaches that worship and life cannot be separated
from one another, and loving neighbors, especially the poor, the helpless, and the
marginalized, will lead to a life of holiness.

2 Henri Nouwen, Finding My Way Home.

3 Britannica & Interpretation. Patrick D. Miller, who taught Old Testament at Princeton, called the Shema “the
touchstone for Israel’s faith and life, the plumb line by which their relationship to the Lord of history was constantly
being measured.”



“Love your God and love your neighbor as yourself!”
Then Jesus concluded, “There is no other commandment greater than these.”

The Great Commandment contains three key elements in the Christian faith: (1)
whole-hearted devotion to God, (2) love of neighbor, (3) love of oneself. |
understand the love of oneself to be the process of finding who we are as God’s
beloved. Without this identity and experience as God's beloved, the love of
neighbors, such as helping others or fighting for just causes, easily becomes a
religious obligation or heavy burden.

We love because God first loved us. (1 John 4:19) God’s love always becomes the
foundation and deep well of everything else. In God’s eyes, everybody is
somebody. Our neighbors are somebodies, and that’s why Proverbs says, “You
insult your Maker when you exploit the powerless; when you’re kind to the poor,
you honor God.” (Prov. 14:31)

Henri Nouwen once wrote a book titled Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a
Secular World.” It was a book that was motivated by someone who invited
Nouwen to write “a word of hope to people who no longer go to churches or
synagogues.”™

In the book, Henri wrote that there was one word he would most want his friends

to remember after reading the book. The word was “Beloved.” Henri said, “Friends,
all I want to say to you is, “You are the Beloved.” My only desire is to make these
words reverberate in every corner of your being—*‘You are the Beloved.’”
According to Henri, “Loving others is giving to each other the gift of our Beloved-
ness.”

We are grateful that we don’t walk alone on this faith journey, but together as a
community of faith. Baptism is a special gift from God to the church, the body of
Christ. Through baptism, we belong to God and become family members of the
body of Christ in which we continue to learn and practice loving God, loving
others, and loving ourselves as God’s beloved.

Let us constantly claim and reclaim that we are beloved. We don’t have to prove
our worthiness and belovedness. We don’t have to be perfect. God knows we are
weak and broken. Standing before God, we humbly confess that we are powerless,

4 Henri Nouwen, Life of the Beloved.



and sinners. But God still calls us somebody, saying, “I love you” from the
beginning to the end.

Today, Arthur Nikerson will be baptized in God’s loving presence. Parents,
sponsors, and the entire congregation are invited to be examples of living the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, embodying faith, hope, and love so that Arthur will grow
up to trust God as he continues to learn and practice loving God, others, and
himself as God’s beloved. | invite Arthur and his parents and sponsors come
forward for Arthur’s baptism.



