October 27, 2024 Voices in the Night

Scripture: OT: Job 4:1-6,12-19 NT: Eph 6:11-13

Are You Celebrating Halloween at your house?

It's a weird 'holiday’, a mish-mash of many traditions. As you likely know, back in ancient
Ireland, the pagan Celts believed that on that night, during the Harvest festival, the barrier
between the natural world and the supernatural was removed, and the spirits of the dead were
able to move freely among human beings. It was a night for ghosts. In 835 A.D. Pope Gregory
IV moved to meld this with Christianity by moving the church’s "Feast of All Saints" from the
spring to November 1st to replace the pagan holiday. That created All Hallow's eve, which
became Halloween.

| remember as a child that the easiest costume to make for trick or treating was a ‘ghost’ - all
you needed was an old sheet and some scissors. Today it seems ghosts are displayed
everywhere you go as the marketing of Halloween increases.

Do you believe in ghosts?

The Oxford dictionary defines a ghost as an apparition of a dead person which becomes
manifest to the living.” Secular media depict ghosts as souls somehow trapped between
realms, tethered to a place on earth. There are websites and social groups devoted to the
study of such spirits. TV shows and movies have made a fortune on the paranormal . Are these
ghost hunters correct in what they believe? Do the spirits of the dead roam the earth? The only
place we can go for reliable information concerning spiritual things is to the Bible. The Bible
alone reveals the truth about the spirit world. Despite all the “evidence” presented, it says
ghosts are not stranded souls of the dead. According to the Bible, the souls of the dead go
directly to Heaven or Hell. They do not stay on earth or in some purgatory in between.

For example, we have the story of the beggar Lazarus and the rich man in Luke 16. Jesus says
the beggar was carried away by angels to "Abraham’s bosom”, the Jewish concept of heaven,
while the rich man, who had refused for years to give the beggar even a crust of bread, he
went directly to a place of torment called Hades. It says, “In Hades, where he(the rich man) was
being tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side
[Luke 16:23]. Abraham explains that there is a great divide between the two realms and no one
can pass from one to the other. No one is left ‘in between’. If you have experienced a visit
from a departed loved one, | believe it is because God allowed it for your good, as he allowed
Saul to hear from the ghost of Samuel to inform him of God's judgment on his actions [1 Sam.
28]. So no, | don't believe in ghosts who hang around haunting people, but | do believe in
demons.

Demonic spirits really exist,
In our reading from Job chapter 4, Job's friend Eliphaz has listened to Job's tale of all the
tragedies that have lately occurred in his life.
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As we learned in earlier chapters, God had given Satan permission to test Job’s faith. Satan
deprived him of his wealth, killed his children and destroyed his health. Job tells Eliphaz that he
would rather have not been born than suffer such misery. Job declares he has done nothing
to deserve this treatment from God. He knows God is a just god, so he cannot understand it.
His friend begins by advising him not to give up hope. He says, “Is not the integrity and
uprightness of your ways your hope? Eliphaz reminds him that God has never destroyed the
righteous, but on the contrary, he protects them. This is true, but Job is not comforted.

Then his friend proceeds to tell Job about some “disquieting thoughts that were ‘secretly’
brought to him in the visions of the night”. (v13).

Have you ever had that experience? For no discernible reason you wake up at 3 a.m. on the tail
of a disturbing dream that plants all kinds of fearful thoughts in your head, and you have to
fight to regain your peace before you can go back to sleep. Be aware that not every thought
that pops into your head is your own. In the dark the enemy can breed all kinds of fear in us if
we let him. When Eliphaz says thoughts were brought to him ‘secretly’, it should raise a red
flag. As he describes the vision, our misgivings increase.

Eliphaz describes how he was seized with a feeling of dread and fear which made his bones
shake. He continues, “Then a spirit passed before my face” and my hair stood on end. [I'll bet
you didn’'t know that expression originated in the bible!] Again he talks of a spirit, which stood
still but could not be clearly seen, He could just see its form, as if it were backlit. | believe
Eliphaz was visited by a demonic spirit who thought to use Job's friends to turn Job against
God. One of Satan’s greatest weapons is fear. Eliphaz recounts an inexplicable onset of dread
as the vision appears.

Whereas messengers from God invariable begin by saying, ‘do not fear’, this vision stands
silent while Eliphaz trembles. When it finally speaks, it issues a series of questions. While God's
messengers often appear as shining apparitions of light, this messenger is a dark form.
Moreover, while God’s messengers come with prophesies or instructions for the faithful, this
entity issues nothing but challenges, question after question, concerning the character of God.
In fact, the questions remind me of the serpent in the Garden of Eden talking to Eve as he
asked, ‘did God really say you would die?" Here the spirit says, If God puts no trust in angels,
and accuses them of error, how much more will he blame man, who can be crushed like a moth,
broken in pieces and destroyed? Do they not die without even acquiring wisdom?

| hear Satan's bitter, arrogant voice in that assertion that God ‘puts no confidence in his
heavenly servants and charges even his angels with error’. This appears to be a reference to
God's judgment against the prideful ambition of Lucifer'. Jude 1:6 teaches us that the
rebellious angels, the followers of Lucifer, are eternally chained up by God, in deepest darkness,
awaiting judgment day. The spirit's remarks seem aimed at depressing hope in God's mercy

1 (Henry M. Morris, Ph.D., The Defender's Study Bible, World Publishing, 1995, p. 1289).
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and justice. His question in v17, “Can a mortal man be just before God or be more righteous
than He?", Of course not; no one can be more righteous than God, yet this spirit seems to be
trying to convince Eliphaz, and thereby Job, that mankind is oppressed by its maker, never able
to be good enough for God, doomed before he even starts. The demon presents a depressing
picture of hopelessness that's easier to believe in the dead of night than in the light of day.
And it's all a distortion of God's character. As Jesus told us in John 8:44, Satan is the father of
lies — there is no truth in him. God has held up Job as a great example of a righteous man and
Satan wants to prove that Job has only been righteous because God has blessed him with so
much prosperity. Satan will use any lie and any mouthpiece he can to drive a wedge between
Job and God. In those days, most visions were thought be from God, and Satan does his best
to use God's terminology. Eliphaz repeats the words he was given - an unwitting ally of the
enemy. If we react without considering things carefully, we fall right into this kind of trap. You
see, Satan is not a joke. He's real, he's a hungry lion hunting for his lunch. He baits his traps
with whatever triggers will be most effective for his purpose. He doesn’t want you believing in
the goodness of God and therefore walking in joy and contentment. He knows your weak
spots, and because we still live in mortal bodies, it doesn’t take much to make us behave like
our previous ‘unsaved’ selves. That happens to me almost every time | have to work with my
husband on a household project. We approach every task from opposite directions, and we're
both inclined to be controlling, so it isn't long before arguments ensue. The enemy knows my
weak spots as well as he knows yours. Is pride your besting sin? The enemy will convince you
that you know more than anyone else in the room and then sit back to watch you make an
idiot of yourself. Struggle with anger? He can arrange a couple derogatory posts on Facebook
or an argumentative remark from a co-worker’s to light your fuse and demolish a reputation
you worked years to build. Or maybe you've established a good relationship with Jesus, but
suddenly someone plants some doubts in your mind and you start second-guessing whether
you're saved, fearful that come judgment day, you'll go right to hell. We are all vulnerable to
some degree. That's why It's important to know your own weak spots so you can put a damper
on your emotions until you've put things in perspective — God’s perspective. We need the full
armor of God to repel those shots from the devil & to protect our minds from his insinuations
and sly questions. Until we ourselves are perfected, we can't condemn Eliphaz or anyone else
for being deceived. It's a spiritual battle.

Satan wants to frustrate God's good plan for you and for your children. He'll take advantage of
every opportunity we give him and he will frequently use those who are closest to you to
dissuade you from doing what God wants you to do. For instance, Job's wife tells him to
denounce God and die. Eliphaz, one of his best friends, tells him to trust God then delivers this
dark’s spirit message of hopelessness. We must be more alert than ever if we are in fact living
in the end times. The apostle Peter warned us in

| Peter 5:8: Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, walks about as a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour:
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Our culture has assisted him greatly — to the point that Rabbi Jonathan Cahn describes it as a
resurgence of the pagan gods of the Old Testament: Molech who leads people to sacrifice their
children on his altar by abortion, Ashtoreth, who encourages sexual immorality, gender fluidity
and sex trafficking, and Baal who controls climate and agriculture. Controlling the
environment has become some people’s religion, porn addiction is at all-time highs, and the
idea that God determines one’s gender is under attack. A great many people are listening to
demonic voices. They do not judge truth by the word of God.

Paul had forecast this when he wrote in 1 Tim 4:1 that in the latter days (that's now) some will
turn away from the faith, paying attention instead to deceitful and seductive spirits and
doctrines of demons.” He is very clear in his letter to the Ephesians that Christians need to
protect themselves from Satan’s wiles by putting on the full armor of God. He clearly warns us
that we are not fighting with human opponents, but battling with the powers and spirits of
darkness in the supernatural realms. The word of God is our best weapon to combat deception
and to know the truth. If you are confident in your identity in Christ and you know what God
has said about love, the family, sex, money, power and wisdom, then you make it difficult for
the enemy to deceive you.

Conclusion

Yeah, okay, you say, but what's the harm in telling a few ghost stories and watching shows with
ghouls and goblins? Everyone needs a little fantasy and a little fun. What's the problem with
enjoying movies like Ghostbusters or watching the Ghost Whisperer. That's part of what
makes Halloween such a fun event. Why pick on Casper, who is no more vicious than the
Easter Bunny? After all, it's only make-believe.

Of course, YOU know that and you think your kids know it, yet there are a couple reasons for
caution. Many Halloween movies portray seriously evil characters to terrorize you and give you
that adrenaline rush that fear brings. Some vulnerable minds see the evil characters as powerful
and crave such power for themselves.

Halloween glorifies demonology and the occult with its focus on ghosts and witches.
Witchcraft tempts people with the promise of spiritual power, an alternative to the spiritual
power provided by the Holy Spirit. The book of Revelation (21:8) tells us that occultists end up
in the lake of fire with Satan and his demons and other enemies of God. The devil is a God-
wannabee. He uses mystery and secret societies as a means of veiling his activity with an
illusion of superiority and exclusivity. In reality, he knows he's defeated so he's full of envy and
jealousy and hate.

We must learn, and we need to coach our young people, on how to recognize the sly voice of
the enemy. He wants to tap into your insecurities, your vanities and your fears. God wants to
help you eliminate those things so your life will glorify Him. Job believed that we reap the
results of our everyday choices, and he had been faithful to God. He continued to believe in
God's mercy and goodness throughout his trials, and insisted that if were allowed to stand
before God, his judge, that he could argue his case and be acquitted. He ignored voices that
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said otherwise. He totally frustrated the devil. You have the Holy Spirit in you. You too can
frustrate Satan by controlling which voices you listen to. Jesus told his followers in the parable
of the sower [Luke 8:12] that seeds which fall on the pathway are snatched up by the devil
before they can take root, meaning that Satan will do his utmost to remove seeds of faith
trying to take root in the life of a person providentially hearing the word of God. Are you
suddenly “too busy” to check out that Christian movie that sounded interesting? Do you
receive constant interruptions every time you sit down to read your devotional? Chalk it up to
spiritual warfare.

Let's take a lesson from Job and cultivate some self-awareness. Get clear on what you believe about
God and His relationship with you. Share it with your children. We can say, like Job, in Job 19:25-26 "For
I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand up on the earth. And after my skin has been
thus destroyed, yet in my flesh | shall see God. God restored to Job more than DOUBLE what was lost in
the battle.. In your daily walk, dont focus on the enemy; focus on Jesus. Every minute that your mind is
focused on God is one less minute available to the enemy and one more minute God can use to speak
to you.

Jesus has already defeated Satan once and he has given us the same power through the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. If you want true power, sound advice and a surefire victory, then
for heaven'’s sake align yourself with the winning side! (As Paul tells us in Eph. 6:10 — “be strong
in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of God so that you may
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” The same God who saved us also protects,
heals, and blesses us — spiritually, financially and physically. Unlike Satan, God fulfills his
promises. You just have to learn to recognize His voice.
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