10-6-2024

Priming-Water of Love

(World Communion Sunday)

39 Then he ordered them to get all the people to sit down in groups on the green grass. *° So they
sat down in groups of hundreds and of fifties. *' Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked
up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to his disciples to set before the
people, and he divided the two fish among them all. * And all ate and were filled, ** and they took
up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. * Those who had eaten the loaves
numbered five thousand men. (Mark 6:39-44 NRSVUE)

Every year, on the first Sunday in October, Christians from many different
denominations and regions gather across the world to celebrate World Communion
Sunday. Isn’t it amazing how Christians worldwide come together to celebrate this
special day, reminding us that we are one body in Christ? World Communion
Sunday reminds us that God’s church extends far beyond the walls of church
buildings.

World Communion Sunday invites all Christians to remember God’s boundless,
self-giving love through Jesus Christ, who calls us to live as one body of Christ. In
this time of worship, we join with our siblings around the world in remembering
God’s loving and mighty acts in Jesus Christ. We pray that God may fill our lives
with love and grace, redeeming, restoring, and remolding us to be made new.
Despite our weaknesses and brokenness, as we receive and partake in the body and
blood of Christ, we are also called to be channels of God’s love, peace, and
reconciliation around the world.

Since today is World Communion Sunday, I’d like to share a Korean word with
you: “Majungmul,” which means priming-water. When you pour water into a hand
pump and quickly move the handle up and down before the water runs out, it
draws water from the bottom of the well. The term “Majungmul” combines
“Majung,” meaning “greeting” or “meeting,” and “Mul,” meaning “water.” It
describes the small amount of water poured into a pump to draw up more water
from underground, similar to how greeting someone can encourage them to join
you.

“Majungmul,” or priming-water, is often used metaphorically these days. It means
that a small initial effort, like priming a pump with water, can lead to significant



10-6-2024

outcomes. People also use it to say that starting something is already half the work
done, or “starting is half the battle.” “Majungmul” also reflects on the small efforts
we can make in our faith journey and church community to create significant
positive outcomes, even if the results are not immediately visible.

Today’s message is about the priming-water of love that Jesus Christ has shown to
the crowd. Before the miracle of the five loaves and two fish, Jesus and His
disciples were so busy serving and teaching people that they didn’t even have time
to eat. So, Jesus and His disciples got into a boat and went to a quiet place to take a
break and get a little rest. However, many people saw them leaving and hurried on
foot to meet them there. When Jesus saw the crowd, he felt deep compassion for
them because they were like sheep without a shepherd. He began to teach them
many things. Before the miracle of the five loaves and two fish, Jesus’ love and
compassion were already filling the deserted place, preparing the way for what was
to come.

As evening approached, a problem arose. In the wilderness, a huge crowd of 5,000
people had gathered and became hungry. What should be done? Jesus had the
disciples organize the crowd to sit on the grass. He took the five loaves and two
fish, looked up to heaven, and blessed (or gave thanks to God).

Faced with a seemingly impossible challenge, the first thing Jesus did was pray.
The five loaves and two fish in Jesus’ hands could have been seen as a symbol of
despair, a reason to give up. It was so little that it wouldn’t even be enough for five
people, let alone five thousand. Imagine young Jesus standing before 5,000 people
with just five loaves and two fish. He might have seemed doubtful or incredulous.
Some might have mocked, ‘What are you going to do with that? No way!’ Yet,
those five loaves and two fish in the Lord’s hands became a miraculous meal that
was more than enough to feed over five thousand people.

There’s a saying that when you’re in a hurry, you should take your time (“More
haste, less speed”). For Christians, this means that when we’re in a rush or facing
challenges, we should look to God and pray.

When Jesus prayed with full of gratitude, His prayer became the priming-water for
a miracle. When the five loaves and two fish were taken into His hands, they too
became the means to feed 5,000 people with love. To many, the five loaves and
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two fish might have seemed insignificant and useless. But when they were placed
in the Lord’s hands and He looked up to heaven and prayed, they became the
“Majungmul (priming-water)” for an amazing miracle that fed 5,000 people with
leftovers.

The prayer of thanksgiving Jesus offered became the priming-water for the miracle.
The five loaves and two fish in Jesus’ hands became the priming-water for the
miracle, feeding five thousand. Above all, Jesus, the fountain of living water and
God’s self-giving love for us, became the priming-water that saves all of God’s
beloved, and the priming-water of God’s love that fills the whole world and the
universe. Just as Jesus (1) took the five loaves and two fish in his hands, (2) gave
thanks to God, (3) broke the bread, and (4) gave it to the five thousand in the
deserted place, similarly at the Last Supper, (1) Jesus took the bread, (2) gave
thanks, (3) broke it, and (4) gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take, eat; this is my
body which is given for you.”

In the early church, believers remembered the miracle of the five loaves and two
fish through the Eucharist, and through this miracle, they remembered the Lord’s
Supper.

From time to time, we face challenges and problems so great that we could call
them the “five thousand.” Our abilities and resources may seem as insignificant
and useless as five loaves and two fish. Today’s message invites us to lay our
challenges and problems in Jesus’ hands, pray and act together, and see how God
works through us who are called to serve and commit as priming-waters of love.
Whether as a church or as individuals, when heavy challenges and problems arise,
it is easy to become disappointed, frustrated, and give up by focusing only on the
problems. However, today’s message invites us to look to God, not our own
strength, in such difficult times. Each one of us is called to be the five loaves and
two fish in the Lord’s hands. It has been your hearts, prayers, and acts of love that
have sustained and nurtured the Swift Memorial congregation through innumerable
years. Today, I warmly invite you to place your love, prayers, and faith in Jesus’
hands.

The miracle of the five loaves and two fish, and the grace of Holy Communion, all
began with the humble bread and fish that were lifted, broken, and shared in Jesus’
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hands. Whenever you partake in Holy Communion, you experience a precious
God-moment—the presence of the living Christ.

The crucified and risen Christ, the fountain of living water and the never-drained
wellspring of love, invites all of us to remember and experience His amazing self-
giving love through the sight, smell, hearing, taste, and touch of bread and grape
juice. Even now, Jesus Christ is calling us to the table of love, and from the table of
love, to love one another and all God’s beloved around the world. What amazing
and precious moments these are!

While the idea of “Majungmul (Priming-water)” can apply to many areas of life,
today, let us invite ourselves to pray, whether for one minute or one hour, with
sincere and grateful hearts, leaving our challenges and problems in the hands of
Jesus Christ. We can taste and experience God’s miracles not because we are able,
but because we are forgiven, and we are in Jesus’ praying hands—Iloving,
compassionate, and powerful. And all God’s people say, “Amen!”



