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2024 Summer Sermon Series: Joyful Living 

New Life in Christ - Matthew 5:8 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” (NRSVUE)                                                                    

“You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—put right. 

Then you can see God in the outside world.” (MSG) 

I was baptized as a baby, but I don’t remember it. My family told me that 

when the pastor poured water on my head, I cried and shook my head. Even 

though I don’t remember it, my baptism has become an important part of 

who I am as God’s beloved. If you, too, were baptized as an infant, I invite 

you to remember that your baptism stands as a perpetual testament to God’s 

unwavering love. Infant baptism also reminds us that, from the very 

beginning, we are completely dependent on God’s grace. In a nutshell, infant 

baptism is like a big hug from God.   

 

About 30 years ago, during my time as a Youth Pastor, I invited high 

schoolers to join in a ‘fill-in-the-blank’ conversation. (God is ____ because 

_____.)  

 

One of the students said, “God is like a rubber band because no matter how 

far it stretches, it always comes back.” He had sometimes wandered away 

from God and then come back, feeling that it was God who was always 

returning to him. I loved his answer, as it opened doors for deeper 

conversations. 

 

I’ve often invited the candidates for baptism to listen to the sound of running 

water and ponder questions such as, “Why do we need water?” “What makes 

water vital to life?” and “What thoughts arise as you hear the sound?” I 

asked them to connect with the water image to God, and they’ve shared 

insights like, “God quenches my spiritual thirst.” “God gives life.” “Just like 

water connects islands, God connects all of us.”   

 

The word “baptism” comes from a Greek word (“bapto”), which means to 

dip, bathe, or wash. God washes away our sin and leads us to new life. 

Embracing God’s forgiving grace, we also say goodbye to our old life and 

start fresh with Jesus. Moreover, baptism means participating in the life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. When the baptized go under the 

water (or water is sprinkled or poured), it’s like they are being buried with 



2 
 

Jesus. When they come out, it’s like they are rising to a new life with the 

risen Christ.  

 

In baptism, God is the main actor. Rather than ‘I found it,’ we experience ‘I 

was found by God’ in baptism, in God’s infinite love and mercy. When 

baptized, through the Holy Spirit, God begins the work of renewing and 

molding us to be more like Christ. Our part is still crucial. We need to keep 

accepting God’s grace and live out the baptismal covenant by loving God, 

ourselves, and others in and through our faith journey. As John Wesley 

taught, salvation is not a one-time event, but a lifelong process. Baptism is 

the doorway to a lifelong journey of faith.  

 

We are grateful that we don’t walk alone on this faith journey, but together 

as a community of faith. Baptism is a special gift from God to the church, 

which is the body of Christ. No wonder baptism should be a communal 

celebration. Through baptism, we belong to Christ and become family 

members of the body of Christ. Here, around the world, and through all time. 

 

As we prepare for baptism, we are invited to reflect deeply on our intentions. 

Are we seeking baptism with a pure heart, longing for God’s love and grace? 

This sacred moment marks the beginning of a lifelong journey of faith, and 

we are called to anticipate and prepare for it with a grateful and prayerful 

heart.   

 

When Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God,” he 

invites us to examine our hearts. “Purity of heart” is not merely the 

avoidance of “impure thoughts,” but means the single-minded devotion to 

God. And being faithful to God leads us to be more loving and respectful to 

others. Jesus went on to say that only the pure in heart will see God. Seeing 

God doesn’t mean a mystical vision. Instead, it means walking with God 

moment by moment with the hope of seeing God face to face when the reign 

of God is fully known.1  

 

Are we pure in heart? Single-minded, in our journey with God? We can say 

yes not because our hearts are always pure but because God is with us all the 

time. This doesn’t mean to be perfect or happy all the time. There are times 

we feel helpless, powerless, hopeless, or at a loss. When Martin Luther, the 

 
1 The Beatitudes are invitations to long for God’s all-embracing reign that is coming, while living out 
the already present reign of God here and now.   
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reformer, faced times of great doubt and inner struggle, he would touch his 

forehead and remind himself, “Martin, stay calm, you are baptized.” 

Baptism reminds us that, whether we face challenging, despairing, or joyful 

circumstances, God accompanies us at every moment. 

 

Today, Robert, Gia, and Nash will be baptized in God’s loving presence. 

During our time for preparation, Robert said, “God, in relation to my 

baptism, is like water that fulfills me and flows through me and leads me to 

where I am supposed to be.” Gia said: “When I think of baptism, I feel 

‘happy’ because I know God will always be with me.” Nash was silently, 

maybe attentively, listening to them.  

 

All of us are invited to listen to Jesus’ invitation to live a New Life in Christ 

with joy, saying, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” And 

all God’s people say, Amen! 2 

 

I invite Robert Ferrullo, Giavanna (Gia) Jesse, and Nash Ferrullo come 

forward for baptism. 

 
2 Resources: New Interpreter’s Bible, Interpretation, Barclay’s Gospel of Matthew, Gayly Felton’s By 
Water and the Spirit, William Willimon’s Remember Who You Are, Laurence Stookey’s Baptism, Ruth 
C. Duck’s Worship for the Whole People 


