Let us pray:

"May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing
to you, O LORD” Amen

Good Morning! May the love and the peace of Jesus Christ be with you
and let us take a moment to share the peace of Christ.

I know you all listened attentively to the reading this morning (thank you
Debbie for doing such a good job). Lucky Debby got me today — Pastor
has been giving the readers one or two lines and along comes Ann — Two
readings totaling 23 verses.

In the reading today, we learned that King David “slept with his ancestors”,
meaning he had died. Just before he passed, he gave instructions to his
son Solomon, the successor king: “I am going the way of all the earth. Be
strong and be a man! Keep the mandate of the Lord, your God, walking in
his ways and keeping his statutes, commands, ordinances, and decrees, as
they are written in the law of Moses, that you may succeed in whatever
you do, and wherever you turn, and that the Lord may fulfill the word he
spoke concerning me: If your sons so conduct themselves that they walk
before me in faithfulness with their whole heart and soul, there shall never
be wanting someone of your line on the throne of Israel.” That's it — follow
the rules — God’s rules.

Now I have an important question to ask you — What would you say if God
appeared before you and told you to ask for whatever you wanted? Think
about that! Lottery numbers, a big house, a new car, a big bank account?
Or would you take the more noble route and ask for peace in the Middle
East and Ukraine? Would you ask for clean water for all the African
nations? An end to violence in our country, in the whole world? It is an
amazing thought, isn't it?

That is exactly what happened to Solomon in a dream. The Lord said, “Ask
for whatever you want me to give you”. Solomon asked for wisdom, a
discerning heart because he was young and had a huge population to rule
over. He needed the Lord’s help.

What is wisdom? Isn’t it being smart? Wisdom isn't just knowledge; it is
deeper than that. Knowledge is about facts, figures and skills. It is what
you know, what you have learned either through books, training or
experience but wisdom is how you use that knowledge. It's about



applying and making good judgments based on what you know. Proverbs
4:7 tells us the value of wisdom is worth the cost, no matter how high.

So how do we get wisdom? James tells us that if we lack wisdom, we
should ask God, and it will be given to us. He goes on to say, “the wisdom
that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate,
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere”. That covers
everything, doesn't it?

Well, God was so happy with Solomon’s wish, he told him he would give
him wisdom, such wisdom as no one has before you and no one shall ever
be as wise after you. On top of all that, God said he would give Solomon
riches and honor all his life — No other king would ever compare with him!

Awesome! Solomon must have wanted to yell like Leonardo DiCaprio in
Titanic — 7 am king of the world!

But I neglected to have Debby read you the final verse after God promises
all these things to Solomon which says, “IF you will walk in my ways,
keeping my statutes and my commandments as your father David walked,
then I will lengthen your life”.

Riches, honor, wisdom and a long life to enjoy it all. You probably know
the story of Solomon’s wisdom with the two women, who came to the king
and stood before him, each claiming to be the rightful mother of a baby.
They lived in the same house, and they gave birth within three days of
each other. One woman’s newborn died during the night because she had
inadvertently smothered him while sleeping. She got up in the middle of
the night and exchanged her dead son for the other woman’s living one,
but a mom knows her baby and there is a confrontation. They bring their
dispute before the king and Solomon calls for a sword so the child can be
cut in two. One of the women immediately cries out and begs the king not
to do it but spare the child even if it means giving up the baby. Solomon
then knows this is the child’s mother and awards the baby to her. This
helped spread his reputation for being a wise and fair king.

So, Solomon did enjoy it all; he built an extravagant temple to house the
ark of the covenant and worship the Lord, but he built an even more
extravagant palace for himself, and for his wife. Oh, and did I mention his
wife was the daughter of Pharoah? The Lord warned him not to marry
foreign women. This wasn't a racial thing; it was about worshiping false
idols. But Solomon built an alliance with Egypt by marrying Pharoah’s



daughter and of course wealth came along with that. Still, we hear that
Solomon walked in the “ways of the Lord”. The problem is Solomon
received that discerning heart, that wisdom, from the Lord but he had a
divided heart. The Lord blessed Solomon beyond imagination, if he
followed God and kept his commandments.

You see Solomon never had enough — he wanted more and more. He had
1,400 chariots, 12,000 horses and so much gold! And Solomon loved
women, especially women from foreign lands. He had 700 wives (many of
these were for political gain) but he also had 300 concubines. Solomon
began building altars to their gods to make his wives happy and even
joined them in worship. He had it all, but he forgot the if. “IF you will
walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments *.

Ultimately Solomon angered God because Solomon burdened the people
with taxes to support his luxurious lifestyle and he worshiped false gods.
Are we like that? Do we forget who blesses us? Do we forget to seek
God'’s wisdom? Do we think we can do and have done it all on our own?
Solomon’s story reminds us of the importance of seeking God’s wisdom, a

wisdom that is not the "I know it all”, “I can do it all”, *I have done all this”.
I, I, I. Thatis what we hear now. You cannot do it all without God’s help.

We need to go to God in prayer seeking his wisdom because God’s wisdom
is so different from what we think we know. As I said in the beginning,
wisdom is not knowledge and God’s wisdom is:

e Pure — it is pure and ethically clean. It is rooted in truth and
goodness.

e Peace-loving — it seeks harmony, not conflict. It values relationships
and works toward reconciliation.

e Considerate — it is mindful of others, not selfish or harsh. It is kind
and considerate.

e Submissive — this is not weakness but rather not being stubborn or
prideful. It's about listening, learning, and being open to other’s
thoughts and even being willing to change.

e Merciful — it is about compassion for others and doing good deeds,
bearing good fruit.

e Impartial and sincere — it is about being genuine, not fake when
dealing with others. It is being true, honest and impartial.




In the end, Solomon tried all the ways of the world, but it was never
enough, and ultimately, he went back to where he started, realizing true
wisdom, joy and discernment come from God.

There are so many people who have that “hole”, a hole that cannot be
filled. It can’t be filled with a new car, new house, new boat, or a new set
of clubs. Only true peace and wisdom can be found with God. Yes, we go
to God in prayer asking for help for someone who is sick, or our own
burdens but do we go to God for wisdom?

Wisdom is not just a nice-to-have, it is essential for living a life that honors
God and blesses others. Let’s never forget that “IF”, like Solomon did.
We can't just pick up God when we need him and when life is good and
abundant, we forget about God. We think WE did it, and we become all
about the world and ourselves. We must not have that divided heart —
some of it devoted to God and some of it devoted to worldly things that
are our false idols.

Remember, Jesus told us the most important commandment, “3° Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength.’

Let us pray:

Gracious and loving God, may the message we heard today draw us closer
to You and may remember to seek your wisdom and grace in Jesus’ name.
Amen



