Sermon 7/28/2024 The God of Abundance

Scripture: 2 Kings 4:42-44 & John 6:1-21

INTRODUCTION

This past Friday, | had to attend a gathering at my brother-in law’s in KY. Have you ever noticed that when you
are trying to socialize with a group of diverse people whom you don’t know, there are certain topics that everyone
can relate to? Among women, it’s usually clothing and parenting; among men it’s often sports or cars, but to cross
the gender barrier you can always rely on the topic of FOOD. Eating is one of people’s favorite pastimes, and for
some, food is almost an obsession. The USA has more overweight people than any other developed country.
Why? if you delve into the problem, much of what we eat is so laden with chemicals, sugar and other additives
that it bears no resemblance to the diet God planned for his children. Nonetheless, food is a key part of life.

Food as a Temptation

The scriptures today were both about food, in case you didn’t pick up on that (duh!) so | was going to title my
message “Eat to Live”. Unfortunately, it sounded like the title of an infomercial. Still, the concept is clear, both
physically and spiritually. In the biblical context, food is both a temptation and a route to salvation. Eve got in
trouble because she was attracted to the wrong piece of fruit. Ireally couldn’t understand why she believed that
snake that it was safe to eat! If someone in authority tells me, “The red tide is here. don’t eat the clams or you
will die!”, then I don’t care how cute you are or how much you talk, I am sticking to corn chowder!” I will not
say, Oh, let me just test it and see!

Food as a Blessing

On the flip side, food is a great blessing from God. God does not deny our need for physical nourishment, nor
scorn our enjoyment of it. In Ecclesiastes 9:7 (AMP) Solomon advises us, "Go your way, eat your bread with joy
and drink your wine with a cheerful heart [if you are righteous, wise, and in the hands of God]; for God has
already approved and accepted your works.”.

In the garden of Eden God provided all kinds of plants and trees to nourish his beloved humans. There was a
superabundance of edible items. Eve got us kicked out of that buffet, but even in wilderness, as the Israelites
were heading to the promised land, God sent down food from heaven: the manna, a symbol of the bread of life.
God provides for His people. He sent ravens to feed Elijah when he was in the wilderness in 1 Kings 17:6. He
sent him to a brook for water and used an ‘unclean’ bird to deliver food. It doesn’t sound any more possible than
bread falling from heaven. Don’t limit your blessings by ruling out the impossible. ~ As Jesus said in Matt 19:26,
“With God, All things are possible!” God provided in both cases, and in a way that ensured you would KNOW it
could ONLY be from God. Don’t get fixed ideas about how God will provide. It could come from an unlikely
source, like an unbeliever or an acquaintance you don’t like. And don’t worry about it. In Matthew 6:34 Jesus
says “therefore do not worry about tomorrow for tomorrow will worry about itself.” Don’t borrow trouble from
tomorrow because God might fix it overnight. Too often we imagine battles that never happen. Wwe lose sleep
worrying so that we diminish our strength for what DOES happen. God is ALWAY'S watching out for us.

In fact, one of God’s names is Jehovah Jirah — the God who provides. This theme runs throughout the whole
Bible.

I included the passage from 2 Kings in our readings because so few of us are familiar with this precursor to Jesus’
miracles of feeding the multitudes. We think that kind of miraculous provision happened only in the New
Testament.

Elisha’s Miracle 100

Elisha was teaching during a time of famine. Bread was scarce, yet the ‘first fruits’, the first sampling of the
harvest was due to the priests by law (Deut 18:4-5). Because the farmer couldn’t bring his offerings of grain &
corn to Jerusalem, he brought them to the holy man, God’s representative in his area. He carried 20 loaves, or
cakes of barley, which the commentaries estimate was enough for, at most, 20 men. Elisha himself could see that
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one sack of food was not enough to feed 100 men, but he knew he could rely on God for the rest. The servant
thought he’d lost his mind, Yet Elisha’s confidence in God was such that he didn’t hesitate to tell the servant to
divide the food so that all might eat, saying, “for thus has the Lord spoken: they will eat and have some left over”.
Why do we worry so much over our provisions? Matt.6:33 assures us that The Lord will provide for His children
as long as we put His kingdom first. Too often we

say we trust Him, but then we create a plan B just in case. That’s not faith. That’s doubt or fear.

This story of Elisha’s miracle in 2 Kings is a forerunner of Jesus’ miracle in John 6. Both stories remind us that
God does math differently than what we’re taught in school. For God, 5+2=10,000. (Don’t you wish your banker
used that kind of math when adding up your deposits?) God is continually trying to convince his people that he
WILL provide for those who believe, no matter what circumstances look like on the surface.

Jesus Feeds 5000 AND us

It was a large crowd that sat listening to Jesus that day in the week preceding Passover. When Jesus suggested
feeding them, Philip asked, Where are we to buy bread for them to eat? It’s a logical question, because the nearby
village bakeries would not have had enough bread to feed so many. And it was also a test, as it says in v6. Jesus
was not worried about the supply chain. His thoughts were on a higher plane. Remember this next time you’re in
a situation that seems to have no possible solution. Jesus and his followers were in the middle of nowhere —
which is important, coupled with the proximity to Passover, because it was meant to create in the mind of the
Jewish listener an image of crowds following Moses in the wilderness, needing something to eat in a region that
provided no source of nourishment. That too was a test, as the Bible tells us in Deut. 8:2-3 “Remember the long
way that the Lord your God has led you these 40 yrs in the wilderness, in order to humble you, testing you to
know what was in your heart...” Tests reveal what we’ve learned, and experientially they teach us. The Hebrew
word used for test in Deut. Comes from a root word Nasa meaning ‘lifted up’. Problems like supply chain
logjams or unexpected job loss challenge us & can prepare us for promotion. Remember that next time you feel
that God has been testing your faith. A new status could be just ahead if you pass the test.

In the wilderness, Moses did not perform the miracle that created the manna; God did. Manna was a substitute for
bread. Elisha was told by God that the food would multiply. Jesus is shown here to be greater than Moses or
Elisha. This vast multiplication of the bread reveals Jesus to be on par with God.

In our math books, 5+2=7. Biblically, 7 represents perfection, and rest, as in the Sabbath. Remember that
Moses forbade people to gather more than 1 day’s supply of manna EXCEPT on Fridays, when they were to
gather a 2-day supply to prevent them having to work on the Sabbath. They rested secure in the knowledge of
God’s provision. So did Jesus. Philip never saw the possibilities, but Andrew didn’t let Philip’s negativity keep
him from trying to find a way. He looked at what they DID have — a little boy’s lunch. And though I’'m sure he
knew it seemed totally inadequate, he had the wisdom, or the FAITH to bring it to Jesus.

Friends, that’s exactly what WE need to do when we’re in a situation where our resources are TOTALLY
inadequate to deal with the issue at hand. BRING IT TO JESUS!!! Bring it to Jesus. HE can multiply our
resources, HE can bring a hundredfold harvest from a tiny seed. He can do what we cannot do. Why are we so
slow to go to HIM? Why is God so often our last resort? Our final thought? Are you like Philip? .Instead of
focusing on what you DO have, you keep focusing on what you DON’T have. Or do you look at what you have
and say, I don’t have enough to give any away. Then you give God nothing to work with. If the boy had insisted
on holding onto his little bag of loaves & fish, Jesus would not have been able to multiply it to feed not just him,
but his whole family, his neighbors, and all the disciples — with 12 BASKETS LEFT OVER. Jesus provides
superabundantly!!

Put God to the Test

God has this thing called grace that he brings to each of our lives. Grace is exactly what we need when we have
one of those ‘wilderness’ experiences when our well of energy has dried up, our faith is wavering and the horizon
looks bleak. That’s usually when we finally remember to call on Jesus. (JESUS?) is gracious. He tells us plainly
in Phil.40:19 (ASV) that if we only believe, He will supply all our needs according to His riches in glory”. God
is good at his job!! Give Him a chance to show you how good! Maybe you’ve been stressed because you’re trying
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to do God’s job, to provide for yourself or others without taking into account the God factor. Any strategy
without God in it is doomed to frustration from the start. Some people give Jesus their sin, but they never give
Him their life, and so they miss out on most of the blessings He wants to give them. He wants your every thought
to include Him. It changes your outlook & your attitude. It would be a shame if, instead of focusing on what you
DO have, you keep focusing on what you DON’T have, like Philip. Satan tricked Eve in the garden by shifting
her focus onto the one thing she DIDN’t have rather than the hundreds she DID have. Be careful!

Maybe you’re even speaking yourself right out of your blessing. How often have you said, “I don’t have any
more patience for this..” “I don’t have the connections to get that job”, Or “I never have enough money to make
ends meet.” Words are powerful forces in the spiritual realm. Speak blessings over yourself and your children.

We sometimes let our insecurities cancel out our faith, but God has grace enough for that. You know what the
apostle James told his church: “You have not because you ask not!”. [James 4:2.] Pray boldly for what you need.
There’s a story about a man who had a vision that God called him up to heaven to show him a glimpse of his
eternal future, and they were walking down a long hall filled with what looked like closet doors. God opened one
and showed him a room stuffed with all kinds of wonderful items. When he asked God, What is this? God
answered, “these are all the blessings I had prepared for you to enjoy during your lifetime, but you never asked.*
Now I’m not saying to treat God like Aladdin’s lamp or like a sugar daddy. As we mature if faith, we don’t love
God for what we can get, but for who He is.

The more you mature the more you realize that God loves to bless His children and He’s not stingy. Jesus has
shown us how God can work with what He has ALREADY given us to make it sufficient, to multiply it, not only
to cover our basic requirements but to supernaturally and abundantly EXCEED our needs and expectations. Do
you think the disciples expected 12 full baskets of leftovers? The disciples didn’t even have enough faith to see
the possibility. They couldn’t have been more surprised if drones had flown overhead dropping buckets of KFC
chicken.

SO WHAT? Summary of Key Points

The manna in the wilderness, the miracles of Elijah, and Jesus’ words in John 6 all illustrate God’s
provision and link bread to communion with God.

Elisha & Moses provided bread for a limited time to feed the body, but Jesus IS the bread that feeds us for
eternity. His bread can provide physical health AND spiritual health.

Jesus’ depiction of himself as the bread of life causes us to truly appreciate the phrase “eat to live, not live to eat”
because unless we eat of his body and drink of his blood [John 6:53] we will not inherit all the blessings he died
to give us. John 10:10 says Jesus came that we might not only have life, but have it in abundance. Jesus offers
ALL believers a place in his kingdom. A kingdom in which all needs are satisfied.

We KNOW we serve a God of abundance because David tells us so in the very first verse of Psalm 23 — say it
with me: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” Say it again. ....Now BELIEVE IT and act accordingly.

-1f any of you here have NOT yet given your life to Jesus, and you want to be part of the abundant and joyful life
he offers, please see Pastor or me after the service.

Those of you who ARE born again? Next time you have to add 5+2, ask God whose math he wants you to use. He
might surprise you.
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