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First — I am sorry for the very long reading, but you needed to hear the whole story,
well almost the whole story. It could almost sound like the beginning of a Hallmark
movie. In a land where two countries hate each other, a Jewish man from Judea has
traveled through the hot desert and stops by the well with no way to get water, when
suddenly a woman comes to the well and he boldly asks her for a drink. She wants to
know why he, a Jew, would ask Aer (a Samaritan) for a drink. This righteous man
wants a cup of the well’s cool water even from the ladle of an enemy, a half-breed and
a moral outcast. They meet, they talk, and her life is changed forever. The end!

This story is so much greater than that. It is a story about breaking down racial, social
and religious barriers. Judging and misjudging people!

A couple of things to point out: For example, we read Jesus left Judea, to head back to
Galilee but he “had to go through Samaria”. Actually, Jesus and his disciples did not
have to go through Samaria. Judea was to the south of Samaria and Galilee was just
north of Samaria therefore it would make sense to go straight through Samaria ( a 3-
day journey) however, religious Jews would take the longer route which meant going
across the Jordan River to the east, then north to Perea and go back across the Jordan
to Galilee. Why? Because the Jews and Samaritans hated each other. Way back in 722
BC, the Assyrians conquered Israel and captured the northern ten tribes and brought
Gentiles to the area as well. Over the years the Jews and Gentiles intermarried and
mixing the races meant they were half-breeds that eventually became known as
Samaritans. These Samaritans eventually developed their own religion partly based on
Judaism and partly on some pagan ideas. The Samaritans built their own temple on
Mount Gerizim, which the Jews destroyed in 128 BC. Although they did worship the
God of Israel, the Jews considered them heretics. This is why we would expect Jesus to
circumvent the area but NO!

Okay — back to the story. It was Noon when Jesus stopped at the well. He had sent
the disciples off to get food and as he was sitting at the well, the Samaritan woman
came to draw water. What is unusual about this is the fact that the woman was alone
and that she came at Noon. Typically, women came together to draw water, either in
the morning or the evening. It was a social time and the fact that this woman was
alone indicated she was an outcast.

Not only is it surprising that she was at the well alone, but it is also surprising that a
man would speak to a woman he didn't know in public and that a Jew would drink from
a Samaritan’s cup. Rabbis taught that it was a sin to touch a utensil that a Samaritan
touched. Jews thought the Samaritans were contaminated — unclean. This simple
gesture was a startling demonstration against racial, gender, and religious prejudice.

Former President Jimmy Carter says that Southerners who lived during the time of racial
segregation would recognize this as a bold gesture. He said: “As a child, when my
parents were away on a trip, I lived, ate, and slept with our African-American
neighbors. My black boyhood friends and I played and fished together, plowed side by
side with mules, and played on the same baseball team. But when I carried water to a
group of people working in the field, it would have been inconceivable for black and
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white workers to drink from the same dipper.” For Jesus to drink from the Samaritan
woman'’s cup was a powerfully symbolic act of acceptance and friendship.

When Jesus tells her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you,
‘Give me a drink’, you would have asked him, and he would have given you living
water.” Of course, she is confused by this as she knows he has no means to draw water
from the well. This was Jacob’s well and one that the Samaritans were very proud of —
a very deep well (100 — 150’ deep). Jesus goes on to explain that everyone will be
thirsty again after they drink water from that well, “but those who drink of the water
that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become a
spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” Now this woman really wants that water not
only so she will never be thirsty again but because she would never have to make the
lonely trip to the well, which was close to a mile away from the village.

Jesus replies “Go, call your husband, and come back.” When she tells him she has no
husband, Jesus lets her know that he already knew she had been married five times
and the man she is living with is not her husband. She must have been shocked
because it isn't like he was a local who heard the gossip — and I am sure people
gossiped about her and judged her. She then decided he must be a prophet.

It is important to know that the Samaritans had not accepted any prophets after Moses
and since she believes Jesus is a prophet, he can clarify something for her, where
worship should take place. She says, “Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain (Mt.
Gerizim where a Jewish king destroyed the Samaritans’ temple 150 years ago), but you
say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” Instead of confirming or
denying either place, Jesus tells her that the Samaritans worship what they do not
know but the Jews worship what they know — Salvation is from the Jews. Further he
explains what is true. Salvation is from the Jews, but the hour is coming when true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth — this is what the Father seeks.
“God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

Now this must have really struck this woman because she responds by saying, "I know
that the Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). (The Samaritans believed a Messiah
was coming but not in the Jewish sense, but a prophet like Moses, who would restore
them, and Jesus would fulfill this hope.). She goes on to say, “When he comes, he will
explain everything to us.” Jesus replied: "I am he the one speaking to you” — but the
Greek New Testament says, ey €ipal — or I AM. Just as in Exodus 3:14, * God said to
Moses, "I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘T am has
sent me to you."” Amazing! Jesus revealed himself to a Samaritan woman.

There was a radio broadcaster for NBC news who would share a story and after a pause
would say: “And now the rest of the story” and that’s what I am going to tell you! Just
after Jesus told her who he was, the disciples came and were shocked to see Jesus
speaking with a woman — a Samaritan woman, but they said nothing. The woman ran
back to the city and told everyone to come and see the man who “told me everything I
have ever done. She said, “"He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” The townspeople
followed her, and many believed in him because of what the woman told them but
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when they met Jesus, they asked him to stay for two days. After two days the Bible
says, * 4 And many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, ‘It
is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves,
and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

It is so easy, isn't it? “You would have asked, and I would have given you living water.”
But that is what salvation is — just ask with a humble heart and you can have salvation!
And where to worship? That is any place because God is spirit and truth. What God
wants is not about a place, it is about a true, whole-hearted commitment from us. We
can worship anywhere but it must be real and sincere. We just have to ask!

Imagine how crazy this story sounds. A woman at a well, an enemy of the Jews, and a
moral outcast. A woman at a time when women had no rights, they were not listened
to (a woman's testimony wasn’t even recognized as legally binding), and women were
considered property. Their whole identity and value were defined by their father,
husband or son. Most likely this woman had a hard life and was of the lowest status.
There were huge separations between Jesus and the Samaritan woman: Religion,
politics, race, gender and moral issues. And this is the first person he revealed himself
to??

Jesus never judged her even though he knew her past. Have you ever been judged?
Sometimes out of jealousy and sometimes because people think they know you. How
about us? Do we have prejudices? Do we judge others sometimes? Maybe it is the
way they look (too fat, too thin, too tall, too short), maybe the way they act, their
accent, the color of their skin, their tattoos, or the way they dress. After working in
Human Resources for years, I am pretty sure we have all been judged but that is not
what Jesus did and it is not what he taught.

Today there is so much anger and hatred but Christians and believers of every faith
have a responsibility to help break down barriers. Jesus used just one cup of water to
demonstrate how to overcome prejudices. We have many opportunities to do the
same.



