Shall We Dance? — Nov. 12, 2023

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not
regretfully or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Cor. 9:6-7)

A Native American grandmother tells her grandson, “Two wolves live inside us.
One is anger, sorrow, regret, despair; the other is love, joy, peace, and hope. These
two are in constant struggle with each other.” The child asks her, “Which of these
wolves win the fight?” She answers, “The one I feed.”

As some of you may have noticed, worship for the Church Conference last
Wednesday incorporated voices and traditions of indigenous people. (The Church
Conference is basically a time to celebrate our ministries throughout the year. |
really appreciate all of you who devotedly serve the church, the community, and
the Kin-dom of God on earth as in heaven.)

Let me read two portions of the liturgy: “In the old days when we were strong and
happy people, all our power came to us from the sacred hoop of the nation, and so
long as the hoop was unbroken, the people flourished...” And, after the Holy
Communion, we prayed this: “Creator God, as we walk from this place with
renewed strength for the journey before us, let us follow the path of Jesus, as the
Spirit guides our steps. Help us to make wise choices in the days ahead, to serve
those in need, and to remember our place in the circle of life.” Did you notice a
common image in the words just spoken? Within the hoop and the circle of life,
we are all connected in God.

This year’s liturgy reminded me of the Upper Room’s ‘Academy for Spiritual
Formation’ that | participated in two years ago. Among several excellent teachers
of the Spiritual Formation training, Ray Buckley was of Lakota/Tlingit/Scottish
descent. One of the stories from Ray that lingers with me was about the sacred
hoop.

Ray said his grandmother taught him the Christian faith with Native American
(especially Lakota) wisdom. For example, Ray’s grandmother said everybody is a
sacred being. Everybody’s “human-being-ness” is holy and sacred because it is
created and given by God. She taught Ray that God’s grace is deeply embedded in
every human being and every creature. No exceptions. Like a net woven in a
sacred hoop, Ray’s grandmother also taught him that all life is connected, each of



us to one another, and each of us to all of God’s creation. We are all the knots
interconnected inside the hoop.

According to Ray and his grandmother, God is strong like the hoop. Ray said,

“The hoop is so strong, so you cannot push and pull it out of the shape of the circle.
Only God can do it. Likewise, you cannot push God out of shape. You can’t pull
out God, either. We are tightly connected and surrounded by the strength of God.
God's love, grace, and power are strong. Unbroken and unbreakable.”

According to Ray’s grandmother and the Lakota tradition, nothing can block or
destroy our relationships with God, with fellow human beings, and with other
creatures. All of God's creatures are sacred, because God made them. We are all
interrelated, and we are all God-bearers. We are blessed and called to be
reconciled to God, others, and ourselves, living in the strong, unbreakable hoop in
Christ.

Today | would like to invite you to reflect on a different but still related circle,
which I call a hoop of God's abundant grace. We can call it the five Ts of
stewardship, as you see in the image displayed in PowerPoint.

What do we mean by stewardship? In the Bible, stewardship means our faith
response to the gifts God has provided to us in all areas of life.

The Five Ts of Stewardship, which | learned from a Lutheran Church a long time
ago, are a helpful way to think about the whole life stewardship:

(1) T for Tissue: Tissue includes body, mind, heart, soul, and relationships.
This emphasizes caring for our physical, emotional, spiritual and relational
health. Self-care and care for others are important part of stewardship.



(2) T for Time: This encourages us to find balance in life between family, work,
play and spiritual growth.

(3) T for Talent: This invites us to consider our special gifts and skills and how
to use them to give glory to God and to serve others.

(4)T for Trees: This reminds us to be good stewards of the earth by recycling,
reusing and reducing the consumption of resources.

(5)T for Treasure: The Bible teaches us to give gratefully and joyfully.

When we hear the word stewardship, we often think about financial matters only.
But it is not only that. Although we are going to reflect on money a little bit more
today, it is also important to know that stewardship is not limited to financial
literacy.

In Second Corinthians, Paul invites Corinthian Christians and all of us to become
cheerful givers. Let us listen to Paul carefully: “The point is this: the one who
sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not
regretfully or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:6-7).

This message is not something Paul said without deep thought, but as an invitation
that he made consistently in both his letters to Corinthians. Paul invites Corinthian
Christians not to give out of a sense of burden, but with joy and gratitude, no
matter how big or small it may be, depending on each person’s financial situation.
Paul motivates givers by saying that God loves genuinely joyful giving, not
reluctant or forced giving.

Then, God will also be pleased. Paul believes that giving benefits the giver, just as
a rich harvest benefits those who sow bountifully.

Peter J. Gomes (1942-2011), who served as a Harvard professor of Christian
Morals and as a preacher at Harvard's Memaorial Church, said we are seasonal
custodians for God’s gifts, gifts that belong to God. Gomes reminds us that
“wealth is not what we have; wealth is what we have been given that enables us to
give to others. The Bible is clear about it.”*

! peter Gomes, The Good Book. (adapted)



We are called to love God, and to love neighbors just like loving ourselves. Our
giving is a response to God’s philanthropy (meaning “love to humankind” from
Greek phil- “loving” + anthropos “humankind.”), God’s self-giving love for all
God’s children through Jesus Christ.? In this sense, our offerings, tithings, and
pledges are important ways to be “rich toward God” and to express our
thanksgiving to God in concrete and embodied ways. In other words, stewardship
is “the outward and visible sign of our inner and personal relationship with God.”?
Giving generously and cheerfully is an important way of worshipping God.

When | was in a Master of Divinity program at the B.U. School of Theology, I
wanted to take some recreational classes. In my official B.U. transcript, there are a
variety of recreational classes listed, such as Boxing, Ballroom Dance, and Tango,
which still makes me smile. At that time, as an international student who was
struggling with studying in English, | felt these recreational classes were like oases.
They were also spiritual disciplines to me. 1 still remember the Tango rhythm:
slow, slow, quick, quick, tap.

As we will continue to choreograph the circle of Five Ts of Stewardship, that are T
for Tissue, T for Time, T for Talent, T for Trees, and T for Treasure, | would like
to invite you to dance together. “Shall we dance?” wouldn’t be my invitation only.
God, whose hoop is strong enough to sustain us, will also ask us to dance together.
“Shall we dance?” And all God’s people say, Amen!
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