Sermon Oct. 29, 2023 Seeking Supernatural Help

Scriptures: 1 Samuel 28:3-18 (witch of Endor) Resp. Reading Psalm 22:1-5 p.752 UMH

Introduction: Halloween brings to mind witches and goblins, ghosts and ghouls: all those
otherworldly creatures of lore and legend. Imagination can run wild. Young and old, we love the
chance to pretend, to be someone or something else for an evening. Most Christians have embraced
this pagan festival, derived from its precursor — All Hallow’s Eve. In my view, Halloween ‘s
increasing appeal for adults is a symptom of an age increasingly fascinated with the occult and dark
arts. From Darth VVader to Harry Potter, the appeal of the mystical and the magical has been
growing exponentially as the influence of Christianity in our country declines. People are seeking
the illusion of control as their world becomes more frightening and more complex. Not knowing
what to do in a critical situation is uncomfortable. Human beings do not like feeling powerless so
it’s not surprising that people are looking for advice and answers anywhere and everywhere —
except perhaps from God, their creator. We’re not immune. Don’t you sometimes wish you had a
magic wand to alter a situation? | know I do.

Where DO you go for advice?

In our scripture today, we have a dramatic example of what can happen to someone who through
self-deception foregoes a life of blessing in God’s presence and ends up defeated, unhappy, and
alone. The Bible tell us in Job 8:13 “Such is the destiny of all who forget God, so perishes the hope
of the godless. What he trusts in is fragile; what he relies on is a spider’s web.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer once wrote, “He who is alone with his sins is utterly alone.” That statement is
an apt summary of King Saul as he looks out over the Philistine camp and realizes that on his own,
he can’t win this battle. He needs supernatural help. But God has hung out his Do Not Disturb sign.

In the early years of Saul’s reign, the priests and the prophet Samuel were close advisors to the king.
Saul recruited a great army and banished the witches, magicians, and mediums from the land. As
Saul obeyed, God gave Israel supernatural assistance in their continual battles with the Philistine
army. Yet as the years wore on, Saul began to pay too much attention to his public image and let
that influence his actions more than God. (We don’t do that, do we?) For instance, God had told him
in 1 Sam. 15 to “strike Amalek and completely destroy everything that they have” — do not spare
any people or animals; but Saul gave in to peer pressure, and let his troops take the best of the
animals as spoils of war & took the Amalek king prisoner, against God’s direct order. When the
prophet Samuel confronted him about it, instead of publicly repenting and killing what should have
been killed, he asked Samuel to honor his victory before the people, thus leaving it to Samuel to kill
the captured king. This of course, really angered God. Whenever Saul disobeyed God, as he did on
several major occasions, he always found excuses for his actions. God was one among many
advisors, and Saul reserved for himself the right to make the final decision.
How often have we behaved in the same way? We refuse to kill what should be killed — because we
are listening to our friends or public opinion instead of to God. It could be a plan to get revenge on
someone who wronged us, or it could be flirting with someone who is already married. God says,
kill those plans, walk away from temptation, but we justify disobedience, maybe thinking, people
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will think I'm weak if I let them get away with treating me that way, or we delude ourselves into
thinking I can handle it, and so we go our own way, ignoring God.

Why are we so reluctant to admit that our natural selves are spiritually blind and easily deceived?
The smarter we think we are, the more easily we can be led astray. [Jesus didn’t call us sheep for no
reason!] King Saul, like many individuals in powerful positions, began to believe his own press.
After years of being an insecure nobody, he finally felt strong, He didn’t want to admit that the
strength he felt came from God’s anointing on his life. He was ruled by ambition instead of the
anointing. He started trusting in his own ability. After all, he was now a powerful warrior, an
impressive figure in his kingly robes, and people all looked to him for advice and leadership. As a
result, God removed the anointing from King Saul and passed it to David. Yet Saul continued to
reign for another 15 or so years. He became consumed with fear and hatred of David and refused to
listen to the wise counsel of his priests. God had left him but Saul wasn’t looking for God, He was
only looking for earthly respect and an inheritance for his sons. In this final scene, he is confronted
with a situation where both are in jeopardy and he realizes that he doesn’t know what to do. He
doesn’t have a solution. It seems hopeless.

It is only when desperate that Saul finally turns to God for advice. Haven’t we all been guilty of
this? For those under grace, there is a second chance. For Saul, it’s too little, too late.

Isaiah 59:1 perfectly captures this situation as it says,

— “Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. But your
iniquities have separated you from your God: your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he
will not hear. ** 1saiah lays out the consequences for the unrepentant sinners, who won 't humble
themselves before the Lord and change their ways.

Saul is in almost in a panic when God doesn’t answer. So of course he sends for a ‘medium’,
someone who can communicate with the dead, hardly remembering that HE was the one who
ordered them all out of Israel. His men aren’t slow in finding one, which tells you something about
THEIR faith in God. Saul disguises himself —perhaps to ensure the woman is not afraid to deal with
him or maybe to conceal the fact that her king has no clue what to do and depends on spirits for
answers. It never occurred to Saul that he could no longer expect Samuel to intercede for him with
God, especially going thru a medium! ~ When the woman succeeds in calling up the dead, SHE
seems more surprised than Saul. The spirit of Samuel appears. Although God forbids the use of
mediums, | think this shows He will use any means He chooses to send a message. Don’t think God
speaks only thru your Christian friends. God can communicate by whatever method it takes to get
your attention. Saul had always turned to Samuel rather than to God for guidance. So God allows
Samuel’s spirit to speak to Saul through the medium, and it’s not a message of hope, but of doom.
Saul’s and his army will fight this battle and lose. It will cost Saul his life. Had Saul been wise, he
would have repented before God, fasted, and prayed in sackcloth and ashes. But he had never done
these things before, so it never crossed his mind.

Satan works purposely and craftily to wreak destruction in the lives of human beings. Hebrews 12:1
says that sin ‘entangles’ us. It’s easy to condone a playful experiment with a Ouija board or a
fanciful visit to a fortune teller. It’s all in fun, it’s not serious. But the $2.3 BILLION dollar psychic
services industry isn’t sustaining itself on occasional ‘fun’ excursions. If even ONE thing that a
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fortune teller predicts comes true, people get hooked and before they know it, they’re turning to a
psychic for guidance, rather than God. Satan is crafty and weaves the web a strand at a time so we
won’t notice how firmly we are bound. The apostle Peter knew firsthand that, even when living a
Christ-centered life, how quickly one could be led astray. He portrays Satan as a roaring lion in
1 Peter 5:8. We need to be especially vigilant during times of stress and emotional upheaval. Our
spiritual habits must be so deeply ingrained that even unconsciously we turn to Jesus first when
we’re attacked or tempted or threatened.

Satan wants to frustrate God’s good plan for you and for your children. We are none of us immune.
He’ll take advantage of every opportunity we give him. Our culture has assisted him greatly — on
one hand by portraying the devil as a mythical figure, a cartoon character, not to be feared, and on
the other hand by promoting Satanic rites as a means to gain power, or knowledge or influence.

Paul tells us in 1 Tim 4:1 that in the latter days (that’s now) some will turn away from the faith,
paying attention instead to deceitful and seductive spirits and doctrines of demons.” He is very clear
in his letter to the Ephesians that Christians need to protect themselves from Satan’s wiles by
putting on the full armor of God. He clearly warns us that we are not fighting with human
opponents, but battling with the powers and spirits of darkness in the supernatural realms.

Horoscopes

Who would have thought that something so banal as reading your horoscope could be opening a
door for the enemy? Most of us never paid attention to the book of Leviticus, but Leviticus 20:6
says, “the person who turns to mediums and familiar spirits, to prostitute himself with them, 1 will
set my face against that person and cut him off from his people.” \Who knew? | remember in my
twenties listening every day on the radio to the Cosmic Muffin, who let me know what the planetary
alignments were. | refused to make any major purchases when mercury was retrograde. When
Venus was in the sixth house, | expected trouble in my love life. And so on. Instead of turning to
God and praying about which boyfriend to keep, | would ask an astrologer. That’s idolatry. When |
was informed of that, | was shocked! | immediately repented and stopped even looking at the
horoscopes. Our guidance should come from God and His word, not from fortune tellers, palm
readers or astrologers. Fortunately, God will not disown us as he did Saul, because we live under
grace. If we make a mistake, all is not lost. Jesus told us that, as adopted sons and daughters of God,
we can ask whatever we want of the Father. When we don’t know where to turn or what to do, HE is
the FIRST one we need to consult. He can send angel armies to help us fight our battles, physical or
spiritual.

King Saul gave up a life of blessing, joy and peace because he put his own desires ahead of God’s.
He asked Samuel for God’s instructions and then did whatever he felt like doing. According to
Proverbs 1:7, that makes him stupid. “To have knowledge you must first have reverence for the
Lord. Stupid people have no respect for wisdom, and refuse to learn.” Saul never learned to love or
to fear God.

Who ‘ya gonna call?

Every morning there are people like King Saul who wake up, and in a few minutes review their
yesterdays, evaluate their present and imagine their future, ending up feeling more fearful than the
day before, more empty, and more adrift.
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Like Saul, they may turn to Satanic sources in their quest for answers. They don’t realize how much
God can change their lives for the better. Think about this: Saul was leading an ordinary life before
he met Samuel. He was not even a devout Jew. He had no expectation of becoming a great warrior,
let alone becoming king! God gave him MORE than he had ANY earthly right to expect. And he
can do the same for you.

God loves us. He gave believers the power to use the name of Jesus. Jesus is more powerful than
any spirit of darkness. In fact, we need to imprint that on the minds of today’s teens. Don’t play at
witchcraft, Why side with a loser? The devil is a God wannabee. Second rate. He’s full of envy
and jealousy and hate. He lies continually, so you can’t trust him. John 8:44 says, “There is no
truth in him.” Why would you want to associate with someone like that?

Jesus has already defeated Satan once and he has given us the same power through the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit. If you want true power, sound advice and a surefire victory, then for heaven’s
sake align yourself with the winning side!

Jesus says in Revelation 1:17-18 “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died and
behold I am alive forevermore, and | have the keys of Death and Hades.”

So, let’s summarize. When you feel overwhelmed or fearful, who ‘ya gonna call? _ JESUS! His
grace and love are always there for the taking. The same power that raised Jesus from the dead in
now IN YOU! Nothing can reassure you more than knowing He’s at your side. We should all
thank God every day for his grace and mercy, because even on Halloween, nothing is scarier than
confronting eternity after a life lived without Jesus. When your natural self screams, “ I don’t
know what to do!” who ya gonna call? Jesus. And all God’s people said, ...... AMEN!

Swift Memorial UMC 4| Page



