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We Are Called – Oct. 15, 2023 

18 
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 
19 

And he said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 
20 

Immediately they left their nets and 

followed him. 
21 

As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 

brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 

them. 
22 

Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. (Matthew 4:18-22) 

The nineteenth-century Hindu philosopher Ramakrishna told a fable about an 

orphaned tiger cub who was separated from his mother and fellow tigers.  He was 

adopted by goats who raised him as a goat.  So, instead of roaring with a voice that 

shook the forest, the tiger bleated softly.  The tiger-goat grazed on soft grass and 

ate bark from tender saplings, which caused him to lack the robust strength of well-

fed tigers.  Instead of roaming lofty peaks and leaping treacherous mountain 

crevices, the tiger who thought he was a goat roamed the paths of the lowlands.  

He didn’t know who he was.  His only image of himself was taken from the world 

around him, a world of goats.  He had no understanding of what it meant to be a 

tiger.   

One day a wild tiger saw the “goat-tiger” and tried to get him away from the goats, 

but the goat-tiger ran away.  When he was caught by the wild tiger, the goat-tiger 

began to bleat.  “Ba-a-a, I am a little goat, I am a little goat, I am frightened.” 

“Nonsense!” the wild tiger said, and dragged him to a clear pool of water. “Look at 

your face in the water.  You are not a goat but a tiger.  Here is a little meat.  Eat it.” 

The wild tiger thrust some meat into its mouth.  Not surprisingly, the goat tiger 

found himself enjoying the meat.  He began to roar just like the other tigers: 

“Raaa~~”
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In today’s reading, we’ve met the first disciples who were called by Jesus and 

found their true identity.    

Walking by the Sea of Galilee, which is a freshwater lake, Jesus saw two brothers: 

Simon (later called Peter) and Andrew.  They were fishermen and they were doing 

their regular work throwing their nets into the lake.  Jesus said to them, “Follow 

me.  I’ll make you a new kind of fisherman.  I’ll show you how to catch people 

instead of fish.”  Simon and Andrew didn’t ask questions but simply dropped their 

nets and followed Jesus.     
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A short distance down the beach they came upon another pair of brothers, James 

and John, Zebedee’s sons.  These two were sitting in a boat with their father, 

mending their nets.  Jesus said, “Follow me. I’ll make you a new kind of fishermen. 

I’ll show you how to catch people instead of fish!”  When Jesus called them, they 

immediately followed him, leaving their father behind.   

This story isn’t really a story about the disciples, but a story of a miracle that Jesus 

called ordinary people and turned them into disciples to bear witness and live out 

the kingdom of God in the world.  Eugene Boring, a New Testament scholar and 

one of the contributors to the New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary, said Jesus in 

this story represents the divine initiative in calling people to discipleship.  Jesus 

called disciples to participate in God’s saving works for the world, especially 

through the mission and ministry of Jesus.   

The call of the disciples is “Jesus’ first miracle, the miracle of his powerful word 

that creates following, that makes disciples.”
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  Jesus made them fishers for people.  

Brown Taylor, a renowned preacher, agrees that Jesus’ call to discipleship is “not a 

hero story but a miracle story” just like the story of the feeding of the five thousand 

or the raising of the dead.  When the disciples responded to Jesus’ invitation, their 

vocation (comes from the Latin vocare, which means “to call.”) and their new life 

as disciples of Jesus began.  

This miracle story continues even now.  Jesus still calls us to become disciples who 

participate in God’s mission to the world.  As John Wesley said, we are all called 

by God.  Wesley said, “A call has always been present and always will be.”  The 

Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church also affirms that “God’s call to 

us has been there from the very beginning of our lives; it is transformed by the 

waters of our baptism; it continues to take shape throughout our lives.” 

What is your sense of calling or callings? 

Many people assume that a calling is a one-time event.  Yes, we sometimes have 

special spiritual experiences that completely change the course of our lives.  We 

don't know the details, but Jesus’ disciples who followed him, leaving behind their 

boats, nets, and family, must have had this powerful experience.  It can happen to 

us, and we sometimes experience a calling that comes from God directly and 

                                                           
2
 New Interpreter’s Bible. Turning water into wine at the wedding of Cana was not the only “first miracle.” 



3 

 

heartwarmingly, but life is rarely that neat and tidy.  We also need to pay attention 

to God’s calling and guidance in every moment and every corner of life’s journey. 

According to Kathleen A. Cahalan, a professor of Practical Theology at St. John’s 

School of Theology and Seminary, speaking of our calling as a one-time event, or 

a “thing” ends up making us think of it as static, passive, and singular.  In this 

sense, calling is often understood as if God will hand it to us ready-made.   

By the way, when the church I served in Rhode Island was selected as one of the 

twelve interdenominational “Creative Callings Innovation Hubs” by Boston 

University School of Theology in 2019,
3
 I was sitting next to Kathleen, a guest 

speaker, right before she gave a special, unforgettable lecture to us.    

Kathleen suggests that prepositions – parts of speech that connect words to other 

words – can help us understand various callings better.  In this way, callings 

become more relational, dynamic, and multiple because prepositions express the 

whole of our lives. 

For example,   

1. Called by God in Multiple Ways; 2. Called to Be Followers of Christ;             

3.  Called as We Are; 4. Called from People, Places, or Situations; 5. Called 

for Service and Work; 6. Called through Each Other; 7. Called in Suffering.  

In this way, our multitasking, multiple responsibilities, duties, care for others, or 

multiple callings can be connected to God’s story.  Kathleen suggests that instead 

of seeking a balanced life, which is not always easy for many, we have to live a 

“Centered Life.”  Centered life means to be faithful to God and God’s calling in 

each moment.  The Holy Spirit becomes the voice within us that guides the way we 

live.  With God as the center of our lives, we know whose we are and can begin to 

discover who we are.  

I feel that one of my calls is helping (metaphorically, opening doors for) people 

who are exploring and discerning the call to ministry.  Almost everything I have 

done in the New England Conference and beyond is related to this call to opening 

doors for explorers.  This also allows me to continue to look back on the time when 

I first responded to God’s calling. 
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Challenging at times, but God’s call can be found in each part of our lives, which 

eventually give multiple directions, meanings, and purposes to the whole of our 

lives.  There are no age criteria for God’s callings.  God calls you not in spite of 

your age, but as the age you are (childhood, youth, young adulthood, adulthood, 

midlife, older adulthood).  Then, each and every step of your life becomes 

meaningful.  Called by name, as God does to all people, you are called to seek a 

“centered life,” a truth about who you are in the very uniqueness of your life.  

This morning, I invite you to ask yourself: “Do I live in the world of the tigers or 

do I live in the world of the goats, forgetting who I am and whose I am?”  

We are weak.  We often forget.  We are easily tempted.  We are prodigal children.  

What we have, what we experience, what we continue to pursue often become 

forms of idolatry that make us forget who we really are and whose we really are.  

That’s why we need God’s miracle again.  The good news is that God still loves 

and calls us.  God is always ready to embrace us with God’s unwavering love.  

“Look at your face in the water.  You are not a goat but a tiger.  Come back.  

Repent.  Strive first for the kingdom of God.” Amen! 

As part of this sermon, I invite Mary and Chip, the mission team leader, to share 

their call story. 


