“Making Peace”
Thirteen Sunday after Pentecost (August 27, 2023)

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.” (Matt. 5:9 NRSVUE)

How do say hello in Hebrew? “Shalom!” How about in Arabic? “Salam!”
How about in Western Syriac, which is spoken among Christians in Lebanon,
Syria, and the eastern part of Turkey? “Shlomo!” Shalom, Salam, and
Shlomo! They all mean “peace.” These languages were derived from
Aramaic, the common language of Judea in the first century AD. Aramaic
was also the language Jesus and his disciples spoke.

How do you say hello in Korean? They say, “Annyeonghaseyo?”” which
means “Are you in peace?” Or “Are you in shalom?” How about Good Bye
in Korean? “Annyeonhi Gaseyo!” which means “Go in peace (or shalom)!”
The word Annyeong means wellbeing or peace.

This is not because Koreans live in peace, rather because they are anxiously
yearning for peace. Both North and South Koreans still say, “Are you in
peace?” and “Go in peace!” as part of their daily greetings and farewells.
Sadly, the border between North and South Korea is one of the most heavily
armed areas in the world. The Korean War never officially ended, and
people from both North and South Korea hope and seek a formal end to the
Korean War by replacing the cease-fire Armistice Agreement with a
permanent peace treaty.

The World Council of Churches (WCC) has supported Korean churches’
Peace Appeal campaign for a long time. As this year (the year of 2023)
marks the 70th anniversary of establishing a ceasefire in the Korean War, the
WCC urges churches all around the world to support the Korea Peace
campaign that promotes the transition from an armistice agreement to a
peace treaty for the Korean Peninsula.

Likewise, many United Methodists, including the New England Conference,
have been involved in this peacebuilding journey, inviting churches and
individuals to pray for a formal end to the war in Korea and lasting peace.
Among them, Thomas Kemper, who was in charge of Global Ministries of
The United Methodist Church, said that the beatitude on peacemaking (Matt.



5:9) comes alive in the examples of people who work for peace and
reconciliation in real times and places.!

In the contemporary world, peacemaking has a special urgency as tensions
among countries are increasing, not to mention the war between Russia and
Ukraine. According to the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian
Law and Human Rights, there are more than 110 armed conflicts even at this
moment and most of them receive little media attention.? They can escalate
into a serious war at any time. Not only that, we more frequently hear the
threat of nuclear war.

We may not have good ideas about what to do to achieve world peace,
because it appears too big for us to deal with. Not easy, but we are called to
find out what we can do for peace, even if it’s small. Pope Francis said,
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount is the “church’s manual for peacemaking.”
Through the Sermon on the Mount, we come to realize that cultivating peace
with justice, love, and compassion is an important Christian mission to pray
and strive for.

When Jesus preached today’s beatitude, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God,” it was during the Pax Romana, which
literally means “Roman peace.” Pax Romana was the peace bestowed upon
accepting Roman power and control. The empire allowed each province to
make and administer its own laws as long as it accepted Roman taxation and
military control. Is that the kind of peace Jesus preached?

The peace Jesus preached was “shalom,” a peace that embraces harmony,
reconciliation, justice, and wholeness. Peacemakers mean those who
actively participate in God’s reconciling works that bring peace and
wholeness to the broken world.* Above all, Jesus came among us for peace
with God, the foundation of all peace.

As the Apostle Paul said in Romans, “Since we are justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Rom. 5:1) Jesus, who
loved us even to death on the cross, wanted us to make peace with God,
make peace with ourselves, and break down the walls between people and
nations. In Ephesians, Paul called Jesus the embodiment of “peace,” saying
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“[Jesus] himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has
destroyed the barriers, the dividing wall of hostility.” (Eph. 2:14)

Peacemakers in today’s beatitude does not mean “those who live in peace,
enjoying its fruits, but those who devote themselves to the hard work of
reconciling hostile individuals, families, groups, and nations.”

After Jesus’ death, when Jesus’ disciples were staying home with anxiety
and fear, Jesus suddenly appeared and stood among them and said, “Peace

be with you.” Jesus knew that they needed shalom in their inner world
before they could proclaim shalom of the reign of God around a world that
was filled with hate, anxiety, and fear. Breathing on them, Jesus comforted,
pacified, and empowered his disciples with the Holy Spirit, as they would
eventually carry out the ministry of peace and reconciliation (John 20:19-23).

Moving forward, let me share the practical advice of Martin Luther, the
reformer, and other post-Reformation Christian leaders, for becoming
peacemakers in their own historical and cultural contexts:

1. “Refuse to pass along gossip. If you hear malicious gossip about a
neighbor, seek to give it the best possible interpretation, or conceal it
from others.” (This is Luther’s advice in his writing on Sermons on
the Mount.)

2. “Make use of the golden talent of silence.”

3. “If you’re in the wrong, confess it instantly to the person you
wronged.”

4. “Don’t start a debate when your spouse is in a bad mood. Don’t trust
your own judgment while you’re angry.”®

How can we be peacemakers? There is a famous Chinese proverb: “A
journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.” Mother Theresa
once said, “How does a lamp burn? Through the continuous input of small
drops of oil. What are these drops of oil in our lamps? They are small things
of daily life: faithfulness, small words of kindness, a thought for others, our
way of being silent, of looking, of speaking, and of acting.””’

Jesus blessed the peacemakers, saying that “they will be called children of
God.” Being called children of God means our being accepted as the people
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of God. As children of God, we are called to see and accept others as God’s
beloved. In other words, children of God are called to become peacemakers.
If our own hearts are restless and full of worry, anxiety, and fear, how can
we focus upon the peace of our community and the world? As children of
God, we need to cultivate peace in our own inner gardens, while still praying
and working for peace on earth.

The more God’s grace acts in us, the more we are open to the indwelling,
peace-longing presence of God in our troubled world. No wonder many
spiritual leaders, both Christians and non-Christians, such as Thomas Merton,
Howard Thurman, or Thich Nhat Hanh, were peace activists, civil rights
leaders, and social justice proponents. Their common voices are “Yes to
Peace!” reminding us that as long as the other person suffers, we cannot be
truly happy--We cannot truly be at peace. | like Mother Teresa’s invitation:
“Peace begins with a smile” which will radiate the light of God.

Let us humbly ask God to make us channels of God’s peace, not because we
are strong or able, but because of God’s loving, embracing, and empowering
presence. Jesus, who shared how deep and wide God’s love is through his
border-crossing, boundary-breaking, and peace-making ministry, still invites
us to become peacemakers.

“Blessed are the shalom-makers, for they will be called children of God!”
And all God’s people say, “Amen!”



