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Sermon August 6, 2023- Yes or No? 

Scriptures: Matthew 25:14-28  

 
Does anyone know, “What was God’s 1st instruction to Adam?”  Don’t eat from a certain tree? That’s 
what comes to mind, but if we look at the verse before that, we see it was not a negative but a 
positive.  Gen.2:15 says, God put the man in the garden of Eden and charged him to cultivate it and 
keep it.   God started with a YES, not a NO.  Imagine if when your baby was born and the nurse let you 
hold it for the first time, your first words were, NO! No! No! This wrinkly thing can’t be mine!” What 
would that say about this new relationship? 
God didn’t start his relationship with man that way. God started his relationship with man as a 
collaborative effort, letting Adam name the creatures as God created them. He started with YES. He 
gave him a purpose.  If Adam had been walking in his purpose, taking on the responsibilities that God 
assigned him, he’d never have been tempted. When Eve introduced him to her new friend, the cute 
little snake she’d been chatting with, Adam would have said, “Get that thing out of our garden!!”  
Responsibility trains you for success, because it holds you accountable to keep your eye on the goal.  If 
Adam had been walking in God’s YES Eve might have been less likely to take up with a snake.  
Husbands pay attention. There are a lot of snakes out there looking to thwart God’s plans for your 
marriage. 
The thing is, we all have a garden, a place of possibilities, of opportunity-it’s our lives. Perhaps Eden 
was supposed to grow and cover the whole earth. Each garden of ours contains opportunities and 
temptations: your marriage can be your garden, your home is a garden, your business or career is your 
garden; it’s a place where you can grow and multiply and kick snakes out of, or walk with God in. Even 
when not fully developed there is opportunity all around, because God is a giver. He’s a multiplier. He 
loves you and he loves to grow you and to give to you.  
I know there could be a few of you who may think, well maybe God loves me, but he’s never given me 
a thing!’.  Well, if that’s what you think, that’s what you’ll receive.  
 
Just look at the parable of the talents in Matt.25.  On first reading, the master sounds harsh as he 
condemns the man who buried what he had been given instead of investing it. Where is compassion? 
As for the servant, WHY did he bury that one talent?  Laziness? ’ Fear? Don’t know how to invest, don’t 
want the responsibility? Never mind that it’s the PURPOSE of a servant to do the master’s will; It 
wasn’t HIS money, so maybe he thought, why put effort into it, especially since he was sure he 
wouldn’t be allowed to keep any gain if he even made any. He says to his master, “I know you reap 
what you did not sow”. Because  most investments carry risk, fear ruled him. He was terrified at the 
thought of not being able to give back the full amount he’d been given. People were killed for less. He 
also saw himself as oppressed by this harsh master. Good excuse for doing nothing. But if he had 
looked at the other side of the coin, so to speak, he’d have seen that his master looked upon him 
favorably enough to give him this opportunity in the first place.  The master, who obviously represents 
God, says to the second man, ‘Well done… You have been faithful and trustworthy over a little, I will 
put you in charge of  many things; share in the joy of your master.”  The lazy man had all kinds of 
excuses for his inaction. The good servants had results and received blessings in return for their efforts.  
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We have to take ownership of our choices, not make excuses. Jesus himself says in Luke 16, “He who is 
faithful in a very little thing is also faithful in much. If you have not been faithful in the unrighteous 
mammon (money), who will commit to your trust the true riches? (ASV)” meaning an eternal reward.    
 
Consider Mark 4:31 – Jesus says, “the Kingdom of God is like a grain of mustard seed”. It starts small – 
120 people in the upper room on Pentecost who started a movement that changed the world. 
Consider how our country started, with a small group of colonists: godly, courageous people who 
settled in an uncivilized place, and with God’s grace it grew to be the mightiest nation in the world.  
But it took time and effort & God’s help. if God gave you everything at once, you wouldn’t need any 
faith to receive it, and you wouldn’t have the skills to handle it well.   Common sense tells you that.  
 
Like Eve in the garden of Eden, some people don’t trust God to have their best interest at heart but 
choose to believe he is unfairly withholding their blessing.  
Take for example the Israelites in the wilderness: They wanted bread and God sent manna. Can you 
hear them, saying “God, didn’t I tell you what I was praying for this year?” This ain’t it!  How many of 
us do that? As all farmers know, God doesn’t make bread. He gives you the seeds and provides the 
conditions for growth, but YOU do the planting and tending and harvesting and threshing and baking.  
It’s a joint venture.  Say YES to the investment. As you wait for that seed to grow, stay positive & trust 
God. I planted some gladioli this year for the first time, and as my green thumb has a brown tinge, I 
was praying over them for weeks that something resembling a flower would finally appear. I probably 
did something wrong because four of the plants started okay then turned yellow and withered, while 
the rest were fine and bloomed.  New things are always a challenge, but we learn and grow with each 
new experience.  
 
Wherever you are in life, you have to believe that you are in God’s keeping and he will keep you by his 
grace. You are there for discipline and training, to be built up, to be tested, maybe even forged in fire.  
For people going thru challenges, Andrew Murray, a South African pastor and writer, had some words 
of advice: 
1. Remember that you may be where you are by divine appointment. Yes, it could be just your 
stupidity that got you there, but God will often use it as a learning opportunity. 
2. If there were any circumstances better for you than the one in which you find yourself, Divine love 
would have placed you there.  
& 3. You are always subject to God’s timing. He determines when to deliver you, and when to bless 
you.  Don’t despise a humble beginning. That may be all your faith can handle at the time. Moreover, 
starting small reduces the price of mistakes that we all make when tackling something new. 
 
Volunteer to teach 3 Sunday school students, or usher once a month, or start a bible study with 2 other 
people.  When you start small you can really appreciate the blessings when they appear and the payoff 
becomes visible.  But you have to choose to do something with the seed. The farmer knows that to see 
the fruit, there is a bunch of waiting and working ahead of it.  As with any good entrepreneur, the 
vision sustains him thru the difficulties. It forms the basis of his decision making. He has faith that his 
work will pay dividends.   I can take my seed, put a prayer shawl over it, gaze lovingly at it and enshrine 
it, but until I SOW it, it’s dormant. No fruit.  I can have all kinds of talent, of faith, of potential, but until 
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I use these things in accordance with God’s plan and purpose for my life, I get no return. Until I use my 
blessings and my gifts, whatever they are, to benefit God and his people, I won’t see the full payback.  
God won’t multiply it. I’m thwarting his purpose for it.  
Remember what Jesus said in Mark 6:5 about the Pharisees who were praying conspicuously on the 
street corners to gain public admiration for their holiness – he said, “ they have received their reward.” 
That’s it. What you see is what you get, no multiplication. 
 
Back to the story of the talents: The man with 1 bag probably saw on Facebook that his neighbor had 
received 5 bags, not 1, and he compared his allotment to the others and figured nothing much could 
come of that one little bag of his, so why bother? He probably talked himself into being insulted that 
others got more. Bad decision. He was focused on HIMSELF not the master or the goal. Compare him 
to the boy with the 5 loaves and 2 fish. He offered all he had. What if he’d said, ‘it’s too little to be of 
use’, and kept it for himself?  We’d never have heard of him and Jesus would have found some other 
way to feed the people.  
Don’t use human logic to second guess God. It’s true that you didn’t choose where your life started but 
you have a big say in where you end up, because God gives each of his children a seed, a blessing, a YES 
– something He can multiply if you’ll just work with Him.  
 
2 Kings 4:2 contains the story of a widow who needs a miracle. She’s bankrupt. Her creditors are about 
to take her children as servants in payment. The prophet Elisha ask her, “what shall I do for you? what 
do you have in the house?” She’s thinking, I’ve got NOTHING! That’s why I need a miracle!” But she 
says, honestly, all I have is a little bit of oil.  And that’s all it takes. Elisha has her borrow jugs and jars 
and her bit of oil stretches to fill them all until she has enough to sell to pay off her debt.  God doesn’t 
need a LOT, but don’t expect Him to multiply zero and get anything but zero.  Before Jesus could turn 
water to wine, the servants had to provide the water. Give Him something to work with! He’s not 
trying to steal anything from you or run away with your little bit; he wants to multiply it. People 
begrudge giving God their last bit, or even their next to last bit, but look at how it turned out for the 
widow! You don’t need to offer a lot for God to do a lot. You just need to take responsibility for doing 
what he says with what you have. 
You may be thinking, “I don’t know how to..”  but God isn’t’ worried about your insufficiency. He’s 
asking you to commit what little you DO know or have; to offer it to him to use to grow you, to train 
you, so He can show His power to unbelievers.  Jesus couldn’t have turned the water into wine if the 
servants had been unwilling to bring him the water.   (They didn’t just turn on the taps you know!) 
When you give Jesus what he wants, and he multiplies it, then it strengthens your faith and your 
confidence to do it again.  His aim is that we grow to be closer to Him and more attuned to His spirit – 
Jesus-like. 
 
I was born into a poor family but from the day I started working at 16 I was glad to serve others, and 
God gave me favor everywhere I worked, gradually giving me more and more responsibility and more 
authority, as I matured.  I messed us a lot as I learned. I’m sure God looked down then & thought, 
”bless her heart, she just can’t get out of her own way”! Mistakes are part of learning. Responsibility is 
a great developer when coupled with authority and accountability. Even children need responsibilities 
to mature, even if it’s just feeding the dog. Like the man in the parable, we each have received an 
opportunity. Jesus has offered us and abundant life on earth and a share in the riches of God’s 
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kingdom. We must choose to accept Him as Lord & savior, or not. We are responsible for our choice.  If 
we do accept Him, he gives us His Holy Spirit as well as the authority to use the power of His name. 
And he will hold us accountable on Judgment Day for how we’ve used what He’s given us. If we say NO, 
life is harder and we’ll still see him on Judgment Day. 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:6 AMP says “For to the person who pleases Him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and joy; 
but to the sinner He gives the work of gathering and collecting, so that he may give to one who pleases 
God.“   This verse makes God sound like Robin Hood – take from the wicked to give to the righteous. 
Like inspiring the Egyptians in Exodus 12:32- to give their jewelry to the departing Jews. YES! 
 
If you want to live in blessing, you have a responsibility to put God first, over everyone & everything 
else. You have to say, YES to Jesus’ offer of salvation, to relinquish YOUR will and submit to God’s plan 
& purpose for your life. You have the free will to say NO, to live on your own terms, to follow your own 
desires. Or you can be like Joshua who chose to obey God’s word, who said YES to his promises, and 
successfully conquered giants as he followed God into the promised land.   
 
Conclusion 
Let’s take responsibility for our spiritual development. Let’s kick the devil out of our gardens and ask 
the Holy Spirit to guard the gate. Then we can concentrate on our purpose: walking with God and 
stewarding what we’ve been given. As Paul said, ‘Whatsoever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor 
10:31) and watch as God multiplies your resources & brings you up to new levels of spiritual power and 
influence.  
 
Keep your mind on God’s YES.  When you offer God your tithe, your talents and your time he will 
shower you with financial, physical and spiritual blessings.  You won’t be able to resist telling everyone 
you meet about all the supernatural favor God has bestowed!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


