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Sermon July 2, 2023 Is Jesus in your Junk-mail? 

Scriptures:  Zechariah 9:9-12, Matthew 11:16-30  Resp. Reading: Psalm 145 8-14     
 

Good Morning! This is a week of celebration for us, the anniversary of our independence. It’s the 

anniversary of our establishment as a Christian nation, a nation blessed by God.  Even in the 1600s our 

13 original colonies had established governments with Christian values & ideas of liberty derived from 

Biblical teachings. As our forbearers were fighting the American Revolution, there were many instances 

of the divine hand of God assisting them in their struggle. In 1776 at the battle of Long Island the 

colonials were tremendously outnumbered by the British and so under cover of darkness, began an 

evacuation off the island. They were still at it as dawn approached, when a sudden and very dense fog 

began to rise off the East river and settled over both encampments.  Even after the sun rose, this dense 

fog remained until all 9000 men had left Long Island. (This was recorded in Washington’s biography by 

Wash.Irving). The one local citizen who tried to warn the British was unexpectedly detained by an 

outpost of Hessian soldiers who spoke no English.  In another instance, as Washington prepared to cross 

the Delaware, a sudden hailstorm sprang up blocking visibility and causing all enemy sentries to seek 

cover.  

 

These were just a few of the providential occurrences that God used to help us during our history. In 

1787 Benjamin Franklin addressed the Constitutional Convention and said, “If a sparrow cannot fall to 

the ground without God’s notice, how probable is it that an empire can rise without His aid?  He went 

on, “ Our prayers were heard and were graciously answered.  All of us who engaged in the struggle must 

have observed frequent instances of a superintending Providence in our favor. Have we now forgotten 

this powerful Friend? Or do we imagine we no long need His assistance?”  

GOOD QUESTION!  I submit to you that the average US citizen believes exactly that, that God’s 

assistance is not required to go profitably through daily life or achieve worldly success.  Far too many 

people have come to believe that God likely doesn’t exist, so why fear him? Self-actualization is the 

goal. Most people don’t worry about judgment from God. Christian teens are told by their peers that 

Biblical values are outdated, and that any talk about an unbeliever’s sin is hate speech. People scoff at 

our trust in God. 

 

Even Jesus faced Scoffers  
In v.16 Jesus compares such people to perverse children who will not be satisfied no matter what is said 

or done. They rejected John the Baptist, who represented the Mosaic Law, as too harsh. They rejected 

Jesus with his message of grace to sinners as too liberal. Jesus’ critics were cynical and skeptical, using 

disparagement as an excuse not to take any action. Doesn’t that sound like what we hear today???  The 

majority of those who offer criticism and condemnation make no personal effort to turn things around. 

Let’s applaud the parents who bring the gospel into the home and spend enough time with their children 

to transfer godly values and sound reasoning. Let’s praise the politicians who honor their oath of office 

to uphold the law. Let’s applaud those Christians who refuse to accept that all truth is relative, who 

defend our Christian heritage, and live out God’s timeless teachings as presented in the Bible.   

 

I suspect if George Washington were reincarnated today he would be appalled at the state of the nation 

he fought to create. I suspect he would fully identify with the sentiments of Jesus as expressed in our 

reading.   For like Tyre and Sidon, the United States was privileged to see God’s hand at work up close 
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and personal, and yet rejected His sovereignty. Bethsaida was the site of the feeding of the 5000, but the 

miracle was regarded more like a promotional giveaway than as a reason for humility before the Holy. 

As for Capernaum, where Jesus lived during his ministry, they saw his miracles and heard him preach 

repentance, and didn’t respond. They didn’t feel a need to change. Jesus condemned their complacency, 

telling them that on judgment day, it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for them.  

Even the receptive people were content to just sit back and see how things developed. If Jesus really was 

the Messiah, they’d come on board later, when it looked like he was going to be victorious.  Fair 

weather fans, like some of us who follow the Red Sox. Having little faith in a positive outcome, they 

said, Let’s not waste energy on it til we’re sure it’s worth it. That attitude may be OK for sports, but not 

for faith. You won’t get much out of your faith, or try and rationalize the world of the supernatural.  

In v 25 Jesus said, ”Father you have hidden these things from the wise and learned and revealed them to 

little children.” Little kids still have a sense of awe. They don’t second-guess everything or think they 

know better..  

 

Ghosting Jesus 

Many people are called by God, but few answer.(Matt22:14) A great many of them ghost him. They 

ignore his calls, or even block them. Very few respond to the call and dare to embark on a journey of 

faith with him. So they miss the blessings. For many Jews, the pull of tradition was and is too strong.  

Their fear of being ostracized by the family or community was too great, even though Zechariah 

promised that the Lord will restore double whatever you lose by following him. Lose your two best 

friends because you won’t lie for them? God will give you 4 better friends. But if you don’t believe the 

promise, stepping out to follow Jesus seems like a guarantee of unpopularity.  Jesus doesn’t change with 

the culture and won’t apologize for it. He is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. That puts a lot of 

people off. But that stability is our anchor. Jesus won’t cancel you. He won’t publish your secrets on 

Facebook. He’ll stand by you even if your family splits up or abandons you; Jesus won’t use your past 

against you, he’ll use it to create a great future for you. Only Jesus provides the anchor to keep us from 

feeling adrift and alone. But you have to make time for him. There has to be some give and take.   

 

  Jesus is constantly soliciting workers for the harvest  (Matt 9:38) but so many people treat his 

solicitations like Junk Mail.  If you’ve ever given money to any charity or public organization, you 

may find like I do, that they send you pleas for more money on a frequent basis and give your name to 

others as well. I must get 10 such solicitations a week.  After a little while, you get fed up with the 

constant appeals and no longer even open them. Off to the trash they go, unopened and unwanted. This 

is how far too many of us treat God’s appeals – whether for money, for time or for action. We’re too 

busy, too tired, etc. I agree that Jesus can be demanding. He wants your all. and He is blunt about 

demolishing excuses. Jesus basically told his followers, if I see your body in the pew, but your heart and 

mind are actually still elsewhere, you could have saved yourself a trip. He wants your full engagement, 

because he wants to transform you into the glorious creature He created you to be.   

 Perhaps you’ve heard the saying, “There is no comfort in the growth zone, but there is no growth in the 

comfort Zone.  Jesus challenges you to grow, to renew your mind and change your thinking. He 

challenges conventional wisdom. Want to be rich? Don’t worry about money. Be a giver. Want to be 

great? Love and serve others. Jesus won’t be impressed by how many folks like your Instagram post 

unless you are winning souls for the kingdom with it. It’s very freeing.  He doesn’t care what I look like 

first thing in the morning or after a rough day working in the yard. He won’t disparage me because I 

can’t bake like Kim Akeke or recite Bible verses like Amy Strohschneder.  He knows my strengths and 

weaknesses and uses both for his purposes.  



 Swift memorial UMC              7/2/2023                     3 | P a g e  

 

 

Jesus said: “all things have been committed to me by my Father and No one knows the Father except the 

Son & those to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him? If so, then ask yourself, Do I really want to know 

God, or am I trying to keep him at a distance, confined in the holy of holies as in the Jewish temple? Do 

you agree to let God into your social life, into your job, into your personal spaces, into your finances and 

into your marriage? If you don’t do that, you limit your blessings. In Genesis 23:25 as His people were 

preparing to enter the promised land, God promised his people, “You shall serve the Lord your God and 

he shall bless your bread and water and remove sickness from you.” Those are powerful blessings for 

prosperity and health, but you can’t keep one foot on each side of the Jordan, either you cross over or 

you don’t.  

 

Jesus had no tolerance for spiritual compromise. That’s being double-minded, and the apostle James 

warns us against it in James 1:7. He says, The doubter, being double-minded and unstable in every way, 

must not expect to receive anything from the Lord. But for those who really seek him, Jesus: knock & it 

shall be opened to you. He won’t ghost you. On the contrary: (In v27) Jesus said that HE is the one who 

reveals God to you. Revelation is a gift. Jesus is God revealed to us in a format we can understand; our 

minds are incapable of comprehending the full scope of almighty God or his full glory and splendor. It’s 

like trying to fit 500GB of data on a 2 GB memory stick.  The task is futile.  Jesus is therefore our 

mediator, He is the keeper of the keys to the kingdom of God and he wants you there.   

He pleads with us in v.28, in a verse you’ve surely heard linked to the Statue of Liberty. “Come to me 

all you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” He’s not trying to pile more 

burdens ON you – Oh No! he wants to take your burdens FROM you.  He’s not trying to bury you under 

a bunch of religious rules, or to goad you into guilt and self-condemnation. On the contrary! He says, 

take my yoke upon you: that is, let me control your footsteps, and learn from me. At first he’s our GPS 

system, telling us through the Bible, which way to turn, when to change direction etc. Then, as we travel 

with him on a regular basis, we learn the route for ourselves. We KNOW instinctively which way to go 

and can sense when we’ve taken a wrong turn.  He says, “my yoke is easy and my burden is light”.  

Jesus offers salvation to us as a GIFT.  If we turn away from our previous ways and grab hold of Jesus’ 

outstretched hand, Jesus says, we will find Grace, which is translated here as rest for our souls.  This is 

an offer you don’t want to consign to Junkmail.   There is no fine print, no catch. It’s straightforward.  

Repent, believe, receive.  You don’t have to be the 16
th

 caller to win. You don’t have to answer obscure 

questions or play 3 qualifying rounds. Jesus wants everyone to accept his offer, and anyone can be a 

winner. Jesus offers us wisdom and revelation through His word: For starters, just read the book of 

Proverbs.  Then model what you read. Teach it to your children. Offer truth, not deceit; offer love, not 

criticism; dare to engage. Most people will accept an offer to pray for them. Their hearts know there is a 

God.  

 

In this day and age, there are many calls from various entities asking you to subscribe, or to FOLLOW 

them. But they don’t usually have your best interest at heart. It is only when you fully engage with 

JESUS that you truly come out ahead.  Accepting grace frees you from all kinds of guilt & gives you 

peace about your eternal destiny. Putting Jesus first makes it easy to order your priorities, & frees you 

from worry about what other people think of you, because it’s Jesus you look to for approval. God wants 

you to prosper so you can carry out his work on earth. Jesus died to give you inner peace, purpose, 

prosperity, freedom and health so you can enjoy life and win more souls for His kingdom. (John 10:10).  
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As we celebrate the anniversary of our independence from the tyranny of a despotic ruler, let us 

remember that this freedom was God-inspired and God-given. Our form of government and our 

prosperity as a nation depends on people being virtuous, on doing the right thing voluntarily, without 

coercion or oppression. This was famously expressed in the 1830s by Alexis de Toqueville, who wrote a 

book extolling American Democracy. He said, “I sought for the greatness and genius of America in her 

commodious harbors and ample rivers and it was not there; in her fertile fields and boundless prairies 

and it was not there; in her rich mines and vast world commerce and it was not there. Not until I went to 

the churches of America and heard her pulpits aflame with righteousness did I understand the secret of 

her genius and power. America is great because she is good and if America ever ceases to be good, 

America will cease to be great.”  Surely this is the same message God was sending to Israel throughout 

the Bible.  We know how poorly Israel fared when the people failed to love and obey God. Israel ceased 

to exist as a nation for hundreds of years. So having been given such a clear example, we have no excuse 

for repeating her mistake. It is the responsibility of the church to introduce Jesus to the people and 

tirelessly spread the gospel until the words “In God We Trust” once again are written on the hearts of 

Americans and not just on their currency. 

 

 Let’s pray:   
Heavenly Father, I ask you to pour out your  Spirit on our nation.  We ask you, as your representatives 

here on earth, to move in our lives today. Be our gift-giver, our Teach and our Guide. As we walk 

through life, wherever we go, may we reflect the love of your son Jesus and stand up for his Truth by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Amen 


