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Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 
curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” 4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from 
Haran. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot and all the 
possessions that they had gathered and the persons whom they had 
acquired in Haran, and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When 
they had come to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to 
the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites 
were in the land. 7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your 
offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who 
had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved on to the hill country on the 
east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 
east, and there he built an altar to the LORD and invoked the name of 
the LORD. 9 And Abram journeyed on by stages toward the Negeb. 
 

1. Thank You for the Privilege 
      Good morning church! Thank you for coming and for joining us on 
YouTube and Facebook Live. Christine and I are so grateful for the 
privilege to serve the Lord and you for the past seven years. This is my last 
Sunday as a full-time pastor in the United Methodist Church. I hope today’s 
message reminds us of how much we are blessed and what God wants us 
to do. 
  

2. Abram was Called 

      Today’s scripture is about the story of Abram. The story of Abram is 
very important not only to the Jews, but also to Christians and Islamists. 
Genesis 12:1 says, “The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I 
will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you 
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  
      Abram was born in Ur in Mesopotamia. We do not know when and 
how, but Genesis tells us that God called him to move out from where he 
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lived and go to an unknown place. He was 75 years old, and his wife Sarai 
was 65. If you were Abram or Sarai, do you think you would be willing to 
move? 

According to research, 45 percent of respondents to a survey said 
moving is the most stressful event in life. The second most stressful event 
was going through a breakup or divorce at 44 percent. Can you believe that 
moving is more stressful than divorce? 

Abram and Sarai’s move was not like moving today. Abram and Sarai 
were commanded to move from one country to another.  

What surprises us is that Abram followed God’s command. Isn’t that 
amazing? Could we do the same thing? The question we ask ourselves 
today is what made Abram decide to leave his town and move to a foreign 
land? 

  
3. Abram was Blessed 

      Today’s scripture tells us that God promised that God would bless 
him. Verse 2 says, “I will make you a great nation and I will bless you.” 
At that time, Abram and Sarai had no children. But the Lord says in verse 7, 
“to your offspring I will give this land.” I have a few relatives who have 
been waiting for a child. For the Jews, no children for a couple were 
understood as God’s curse. We can imagine the emotions that Abram and 
Sarai had waiting for a child. 
      When Abram heard God’s promise, Abram was full of hope and did 
not hesitate to follow God’s command. They waited for 25 years, and Isaac 
was born as their son. 
  
4. Abram Would be a Blessing 

      The more exciting news was that God promised that Abram would be 
a blessing. In verse 3, God promised, “All people on earth will be 
blessed through you.” Do you know that the term “All people” here 
includes you and me? Galatians 3:8 says, “The Scripture foresaw that 
God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in 
advance to Abraham; “All nations will be blessed through you.” You 
and I are blessed today because of a decision that Abram made thousands 
of years ago. 
  
5. We were Called and Blessed 

The story of Abram tells us that God wants us to be blessed and be a 
blessing. Seven years ago, Christine and I came to Swift Memorial Church 
in the middle of serving our former church. We felt like there was still a lot 
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of work to be done. However, the Bishop sent us here. Although we were 
reluctant to move at first, being part of our church and our community for 
the past seven years has been a blessing. We were overwhelmed by the 
welcoming posts in Korean language and lots of gift cards for the local 
restaurants and grocery stores. I hope you do the same for the new pastor 
and his family. I hope Christine and my ministry for the past seven years 
was a blessing to you all. 
  
6. You are Called to be a Blessing 

Why are you part of this congregation? Do you think you have chosen 
this church? I believe that as God called Abram, Sarai, Christine, and me to 
bless us and for us to be a blessing, God sent you to be blessed and to be 
a blessing to this congregation and people in this community.  

I am so grateful to those who actively participate in the ministry at 
Swift Memorial Church in many ways. Especially I want to express my 
sincere thanks to those who are stepping up to do the ministries what 
Christine and I have been doing. I feel that we can leave the church without 
any worries. 
 
7. Many Thanks to You 

      Although Christine and I wish we could continue to be part of this 
community for years to come, we believe that God has a different plan for 
us. We believe that God wants us to continue to be a blessing to others 
including our son and daughter-in-law and grandchildren in Texas.  

I believe that God has a wonderful plan to bless you through your 
new pastor Rev. Dr. Hyuk Seonwoo and his family. 
      We pray that God continues to watch over you and use each one of 
you for God’s kingdom. 

      Thank you for your support and overwhelming love for the past seven 
years. 
 

 


