What Are Our Grades in Mission?
June 4, 2023
Y. Joe Kim

6 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus
had directed them. '” When they saw him, they worshiped him, but some
doubted. "® And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. " Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit 2 and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you.
And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:16-
20)

1. My First Year Evaluation

| began to serve a United Methodist Church near Kansas City, Missouri
as an associate pastor in May 1987. About six months after starting, |
received an evaluation report from the Staff Parish Relations Committee of
the church. | was shocked to see grades on our preaching, teaching,
counseling, visitation, and community involvement. The grading was like
school: A, B, C or D.

Today, it would be unlikely that any SPRC in the UMC would provide
this kind of graded assessment to a pastor. However, as | retire, | reflect on
what kind of grades our church, our District Superintendent, the Bishop, and
even Jesus would give me. How do you think the Lord would grade us in our
personal life?

When we talk about evaluation, we need to make sure we know what
our Lord expects. As you are waiting for a new pastor, you might expect a
pastor to be good at preaching, teaching, visiting, counseling, and
administration.

But have you ever thought about what Jesus would expect him to be
good at? | believe that we can find the answer in today’s scripture, Matthew
28.

2. The Great Commission

Matthew 28:16-20 is called “The Great Commission.” This is the final
statement of Jesus to the disciples. Jesus claims that God has given him
authority over heaven and earth. Jesus reminds the disciples of what
Zechariah foretold about his entry to Jerusalem, “behold, your king comes
to you, humble, and riding on a donkey” (Matthew 21:5). Jesus has come
to the world as king and the savior.



Based on that authority, Jesus tells the disciples to make more disciples.
What does “making a disciple” mean? For me, making disciples of Jesus
Christ means to help others be like Jesus. If everyone in the world would be
like Jesus, | am sure our lives would be a greater reflection of who Jesus is to
both believers and those who don’t know Jesus.

In verses 19 & 20, Jesus says, “Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit »and teaching them to obey everything that | have
commanded you.

As you may know, this is the mission statement of the United Methodist
Church. Everyone who belongs to the UMC should remember that our
purpose in life is to implement Jesus’ Great Commission to the best of our
abilities.

Our passage and the UMC mission statement remind us that the most
important responsibility for us is to make disciples in all nations. These verses
are not just given to the original disciples, but to every Christian.

Before we try to make others disciples of Jesus, we have to first ask
ourselves the question; “am | a disciple of Jesus?” The term disciple means to
be a follower of someone. That means, our first order is to become a follower
of Jesus. What do we have to do to be a follower of Jesus?

In today’s passage, we see four verbs: go, make disciples, baptize and
teach. However, in the Greek New Testament, there is only one verb. Can
you guess which one is the verb? Make disciples is the verb. Go, baptize, and
teach are present participles in the original Greek text. This means go,
baptize, and teach are all used to make disciples. Yet | would like to explore
how these three words are important to make disciples.

3. We Are to Go

The first step that we need to take to make disciples is go. Where would
you like to go? We can think of the person next door or people in another
country. But most Methodists are not like Jehovah’s Witnesses or Mormons.

During the COVID, we had hard times to get together for worship and
Bible study. We began to use Zoom for worship, Bible study, and meetings.
Then we had outdoor services and used Facebook Live. Then we live
streamed our services and Cantatas not only on Facebook Live but also on
YouTube. Do you have any idea how many people we reached out?

Last week, Jeff Downs sent an email letting me know that we had over
200 views on Facebook Live and YouTube to watch our Sunday worship
service. We had more people watching online than in person. Can you
believe that? Technology helps us go to people in the world. Pandemic
changed our way of reaching out to people. | hope Swift Memorial Church
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continues to use social media to invite the people to Christ. In addition, | want
to assure you that everything you do such as supporting church with financial
resources, using your talents, time, and even presence at worship and events
help to reach out to the people in the world.

4. We Are to Baptize

The second step we need to take is to baptize. Why do we baptize? Let
us look at what happened when Jesus was baptized.

‘when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God'’s Spirit
descending like a dove and alighting on him. *And a voice from the
heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well
pleased” (Matthew 3:16-17).

Jesus was not baptized for repentance for sin. Jesus was baptized as a
sign of obedience to the call of the Lord as the Messiah. When Jesus was
baptized, the Holy Spirit descended on him to empower him. At baptism, God
confirmed his love for Jesus as his beloved son. When we are baptized, God
does the same. The three persons of the Trinity; God, Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit are present and empower us to guide us to be followers of Christ.

Paul also shares with us the deeper meaning of baptism in Romans
6:3-7, “Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? ‘Therefore we were buried with him
by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. sFor
if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his. *We know that our old self was
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we
might no longer be enslaved to sin. "For whoever has died is freed from
sin. :But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.”

Paul tells the Romans and us that baptism is a sign of a new life. In this
new life, we surrender, die, and rise again with Jesus into a new way of living.
As disciples of Jesus, we no longer live for ourselves, but each of us lives a
completely new life with a purpose to help others live their lives like Jesus.

5. We Are to Teach

The third step we need to take is to teach. Twelve disciples learned
from Jesus about God’s kingdom and what it means to be a disciple. The
word disciple in the Greek language is “mathetes.” A disciple is someone who
engages in learning from another.

When | first started in ministry, my main job was to lead two disciple
Bible study classes. | led the class with one lay person for two years. When |
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finished the class, those who participated in the Bible study committed
themselves to serving in a specific ministry like visitation, Sunday School,
Adult Bible study or youth ministry. One of them became a pastor. When | left
the church, the lay people in church continued the Disciple Bible study class
for ten more years.

| am so proud of our church for having a tradition of an active Bible
study class. We do these on Zoom and in person. | am grateful to Susan
Scott and Geri Rider for their dedication to teaching ministry.

Top priority in my ministry has been to teach children and adults the
word of God. That is why | am particularly grateful to Julia Chick, Mary
Raymond, and Alycia Downs for helping our children learn about God and
about God’s word. Although | did not teach Bible Study classes, | hope our
seven-years’ ministry helped you to be more like Jesus.

In the Korean language, the word church means “a gathering for
teaching.” One of the most important ministries in church should be teaching
the word of the Lord to the people. | am sad that | can’t see VBS this year. |
am grateful to Erin, Deb, and volunteers.

6. Conclusion

Making disciples is not an obligation. It is a privilege that we get from
Jesus. Becoming a disciple of Jesus doesn’t happen overnight. It takes a
lifetime to become more and more like Jesus.

Our scripture today reminds us that God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit
empower each of us to make others into disciples of Jesus Christ. In verse 20,
Jesus promises the disciples and us that he will be with us to help until the
end of the age.

7. Application

| believe that God sent each of us to Swift Memorial Church to make
more people become more like Jesus. | am grateful to everyone for your
faithfulness to the Lord and church and for your serving. Many of you remind
me of who Jesus is through your words and actions.

| pray that the ministry of our church continues and that each of our
church members becomes a true disciple of Jesus Christ. May we encourage
others to become disciples of Jesus. And when we meet Jesus face to face,
may Jesus say to us, “well done, my good and faithful servant.” Amen.



